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jing a yaoi fangi in a society lke ours is ike being that kid in school who likes jrock when 

everyone else listens to hip-hop. You keep it to yourself, occasionally dropping hints here and there 
to se@ who would take the bait. And when someone does, and asks you what this thing is that you 
like 80 much, you either go on rants explaining it to them with utmost enthusiasm, 
‘or become secretive and close up because you sense the audience might 
not be receptive. 


‘As a yaoi fan facing such a decision, the path you take most likely 5 
depends on what type of person you are and how much confidence you 
in yourself looking different from the crowd. | for one never had a 
problem with that. In all of my ife had sung the odd tune and been 
proud of it, even enjoyed it. Yao! isn't much different than the rest of the 
‘strange interests and habits | acquired and dropped throughout my lif. 
Well, maybe its a litte, but you get the idea, 


So how does a gif (or a boy) fall into the rabbit hole called yaoi? I'm 
‘going to tell my tale of discovery. Perhaps you read and point at 
‘some parts saying, "Yeah, that's exactly what | di too. 
‘Or perhaps you get bored and stop reading all together. Im 
willing to take that risk too (old you | was different) so here 
it goos. 


For mot rt stat wih anime tk I probably for many 
other fans. As a matter of fact it was quite the reverse, 
.e. | found yaoi first and that made me go back to watching 
ier fad anor toma” CN 
years, How did | come across yaoi? Easily, through slash. 

amy 


What is slash? It’s basically the same as yaoi onty with 
‘TV series as a ground base instead of anime. The short 
version of the story is that in spring 2003 | used to 
frequent a lot of slash sites to look for fanfiction and 
image manipulations. During my browsing | 
‘occasionally came across this waming: 


‘Obviously | knew what slash was, but yaoi was @ 
mystery. | kept wondering what this other thing 
was that kept getting bundled with my favorite 
topic. In order to find out | did what every 
reasonably sane, moderately experienced 
Internet user would do: | googled the word. 


Mtopened my eyes to a whole new word. 
| ell right through the rabbit hole then and, 
there and have not looked back 
ever since, 


Yaa, 

eo 

CT vax vecome 20 crazly obsessed with seeing all 
these shows at any cost that at times, during those 
first nal days, refused to leave my computer in fear 
fof losing this or that auction on e-bay. That's how | 
finaly managed to get VCD versions of Aino Kusabi 
‘and Boku no Sexual Harassment. Meanwhile my 
Kazaa was happily downloading everything with the 
Yeword in it: OVAs, images, music videos. Uni 


‘eventually my metal detector hit on something called 
‘Yami no Matsuel, 


Iwas because of an AMV I'm sure, the frst Yami no 
Matsuel AMV | downloaded that featured a cheesy 
music by the Communards and clips of Tsuzuki, 
Muraki and Hisoka, Since It was edited in a way that 
made it more a MurakixHisoka video at first | wasn't 
very thiled. Only after | saw a second AMV (this one 
more generic with scenes of Muraki molesting 
‘Tauzuki ) | once again went bunny hopping around 
the net, this ime for something more specific. | was 
‘able to find the entire series on Kazaa albeit in bad 
‘quality, Al the same time | began downloading the 
manga off of the Sakura-Crisis site ~ way before It 
was licensed and removed — and all of a sudden my 
‘yal mania was saddied with an additional obsession 
‘with Yami no Matsuei, Talk about loosing your mind. 


Of course, as all Yaoi fangirts must have noticed at 
‘some point or another, RL (aka Real Life TM) always 
goes on outside our opium saturated sanctuaries 
While we go through the highs and lows of our 
fascinations. One weekend | remember going hiking 
with my friends for a full day when all | could think of 
was rushing back home to read the next chapter of 
‘Yami and twitching like a junkie in need of her dose. 
‘Another day | practically locked myself in my room, 
turning all the lights down while | watched the Kyoto 
arc In one perpetual sitting, tears streaming down my 
face at the end of episode 12 as Muraki spirited 
‘Tsuzuki away. Then came the day when | pretty much 
‘spent 6 hours straight in front of the computer 
‘searching for and reading M rated Yami no Matsuei 
fanfics. | remember feeling dizzy after finally peeling 
‘myself off of my computer chair at the end of the day. 
Don't quite remember who wiped all the drool off of 
my keyboard. 


( 


Ceaniation Group: 
Desperate Love 


Shounenai & Yaoi scaniations. Multiple 
series including Apocripha/0, Fish in the 
Trap, etc. Direct downloads available for 
every chapter. A litle slow because we 
need translators, but we release quality 
stuff, 


http://www.desperate-Jove.net 


did eventually turn into a normal human being 
Although my obsession with Yami and other yaoi titles 
never ended, | stopped acting lke a crack addict after 
‘a while. A number of reasons that contributed to this 
were: 


41) Through Yami I started getting interested in anime 
In general, so | began to explore the whole spectrum 
of new anime series and eventually my interest 
evened out 

2) | found friends who were also into anime and 
‘manga who showed me it was ok to like this stuff at 
the age of 28, and so | no longer felt the need to 
hhide myself in my room while indulging in my hobby 
(although | stil do that when I'm watching hardcore 
yao!) 

3) | began writing fanfiction again after the long 
break | had from it and that helped me come to 
terms with my mania and get some of the frustration 
out of me, 


It's been 3 years since. Hard to believe so much time 
hhas past since that first intial gasp of: “Oh my God! | 
can’t believe they turn this stuff we write in our fanfics 
Into animation in Japan?” | am pleased to observe 
that the yaol fanbase has grown since then. For the 
first ime we hear about the subject on American TV, 
and there are panels devoted to it at conventions 
where there were none. Yaoi forums which before 
barely had over 200 members are now boasting 
‘numbers as high as 30000. Life is becoming better for 
the yaoi fangirl and fanboy. 


| guess next time someone asks one of us what this 
crazy thing is we are so crazy about, all we have to do 
Is to open a browser window, do a search and show 
them the hundreds of websites where the fans 


P e coexist ike microscopic organisms. All my desktop 

é F . images anywhere are yaol themed and you would 

Yeanlation roup: find me occasionally wearing a t-shirt that says “Yaoi 
= my anti drug.” 


Do | miss the beginning? You bet | do. And if |had the 
ower fo wipe out all my memory of the wonderful 
yaoi shows, mangas and fanfics that I've watched 
and read throughout these years | would do it in an 
Yaoi of the greatest flavors instant just to experience the pleasure and joy of 
Alchemist, Naruto, and Inu Ya: discovering It all over again. § 

name a few. Featured Doujinka are 

Mechano and IDEA. 
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Source: www-pri-pr.jp 


Translated by: Opalsnow 
Edited by: Nave 
Layout: Aarin & Dahlia 


INFO 


Based on the manga, the anime Princess-Princess (Pri-Pri for short) made its first appearance in 
February's Issue of Animedia. Pr-Pr is neither yaol nor BL, but it has become a highlight of aarinfantasy's 
forum a few months before the actual airing date. Therefore, we are not going to miss out on providing you 
‘some Info on this one! Some fangirls and fanboys are just so excited with the ideas of boys crossdressing. 


Princess-princess airs every Thursdays in Japan. 
Mustration: Tsuda Mikiyo 
Character Design : Nakashima Atsuko. 


STORY 


‘Princess’ is a system in an all boys’ school where beautiful first years ate elected to brighten up the schoo! 
days by taking part in school events dressed as gitis. And the theme is Gothlo Lolita! 


Because of his beauty, transfer student Toru Konou is chosen.as a ‘princess’ without his knowledge. 
Initially Tooru rejects the idea, but after hearing from the other ‘princesses’ thal there are many benefits, 
including monetary gains, he accepts. 


Shihoudani Yuujirou and Yukata Mikoto are already ‘princesses’ in the school. There's Shihoudanl who's 
enjoying every moment of being a ‘princess’ and Yukata who's trying so hard to nun awayifrom being a 
‘princess’. Revolving around these three people, as thelr sitong personality clashes spread (everyone's a 
beauty!), a weird school lfe starts. 


yf eee 


What is the “princess” system 


What Is the legendary ‘princess’ system in the 
‘Katomori Schoo! that the main characters in 'Prin- 
cess Princess’ are revolved around? 


In an attempt to instill some elegance in the wild 
‘student's life of an all boys’ school in the suburbs, 
‘among the new students, somebody with the right 
looks, personality and by far the most beautiful will 
be chosen and made to dress up as a git! to join in 
their school's events, in order to boost the 
students’ morale and provide an oasis in thelr 
hearts. Such is the aim of the ‘princess’ system. 


Because the job as a princess requires a lot of time 
‘and such chosen students will become extremely 
busy as a result, only those with above average 
{grades will be taken into consideration. Also, It Is 
‘expected that the candidate will not be fully physi- 
cally matured (as @ man). Due to the Important 
responsibilty of being a princess and the large 
‘amount of time that is being taken up, the 
princess(es) can enjoy certain benefits as compen- 
sation, such as, the permission to skip classes 
(depending on the obligations of the princess), 
take official holidays (days off from school), enjoy 
{ree food within the campus, etc, 


Pertaining to the princesses’ costumes, they will be 
taken care of by the Home Economics Club. 
Because the semester is for one whole year, the 
Home Economics Club will also be in charge of the 
princesses’ costumes for the same period. As 
such, the interests of the persons in charge greatly 
influence what is to happen In that year 


The three main characters of Pri-Pri 


‘Therefore, in Tooru's year, the theme is ‘Gothic 


Lolita ry 


BLiss is a group of BL loving fanboys and fangi's that dedicate their time and effort to bring 


Keriati Gow {you quality yaol and shounen-ai scanlatons. With projects by Yamakami Riyu, Abe Miyuki, 
‘canlation @7roup: Yamato Nase, Fujiyama Hyouta, Fuwa Shin’, and other equally talented artists, we hope to 


Clic] taint eameting trey ey. 


Website: http://yaoibliss.cjb.net 
IRC Channel: #BLiss@irc.rchighway.net 
‘Yahoo Group: http:/igroups.yahoo.com/group/BLiss_$ 


CHARACTERS 


Konou Tooru 

‘The third princess, a boy with @ beautiful face. 
He has a cool, realistic, practical 

‘transfer student who came in the middle of the 
‘semester. It seems as if something happened? 


Shihoudani Yuujiro 
An ultimate Princess. 
Enjoys life at school, including being a princess. 
friend whom Tooru can go to when there are 
problems. 


Yutaka Mikoto 

‘Anormal student who's got a girfriend outside 
of campus. 

He tried to run away from becoming a prin- 
‘cess, and Is stil plotting. However, it would 
‘seem as if he's not succeeding, 

He is popular in school because he is thought 
to be cute when he's in a fluster. 

Allie sarcastic, he loves to manipulate. 


BL Dramas 


Vol.1 Princess Princess 2006.4.21 on sale 
Vol.2 Princess Princess 2006.5 on sale 
Vol.3 Princess Princess 2006.6 on sale 
Vol.4 Princess Princess 2006.7 on sale 


Recorded in CDs only, the original story! 
It is scheduled for the illustration on the jacket to be done by Tsuda Mikiyo and the 
character design by Nakashima Atsuko. 


Early bird special bonus track (recordings of the casts’ comments). 
FCCM-0121~0124 ¥ 2,940 per book (¥ 2,800 tax included) 

Sales Agency: Frontier House Corporation. Marine Entertainment Corporation 
Distributor: Frontier House Corporation. 

Distribution partner: Geneon Entertainment Corporation. 


Books 


Princess Princess 
(Currently: Book 1-5) 
Wings Comics 

Tsuda Mikiyo (author) 
Price: ¥ 546 (tax included) 
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AKUEN HEAVEN 


Story & Character Information 


Translated by: henna 
Layout: Aarin 


INFORMATION 


Spray has announced that its BL 
game Gakuen Heaven will be 
adapted for a TV anime series. It will 
be 13 episodes series. 


Director: Hiiro Yukina 
‘Composition: Takahashi Natsuko 
Animation Production: Tokyo Kids 


All information of Gakuen Heaven are 
translated from: 
hhttp:/www.gakuenheaven.com 


“Please support by 
buying the original DVD 
when it is available.” 


2 The Story 


A orsinary young man, Ito Keita, 
whose only redeeming feature Is the 
strength of his luck. One day, he 
suddenly received a letter (on platina 
paper). 


“You have been accepted to the 
academy.” 


Itwas a permit to attend a super elite 
academy! 


The protagonist enters the academy, his 
heart full of hopes. But what he 
encountered there were upperclassmen, 
teachers, and peers overflowing with 
talent, but each with his own individual 
personality! 


2 Character Profile 
PREK oor 


LL Voice: Fukuyama Jun 


170cm/OM/SASBEE VEE (152) 


COMBOEAL. 
TNEVITHETHSTHEMUTBORS 
TETSIBAR. 

(HAERETUOSMAS. RAWT OPM. 
MOB BICMA TRALTC SET SPS MMS 
ES. 


170cm // Blood Type O // Birthday 5/5 // Taurus (1st year) 
‘The protagonist of this story. 

Having said this, he doesn’t have any particular talents of which to boast but 
his luck, at least, Is superhuman. 


‘The story begins from when he transfers in to the school, full of passionate 
ambitions. 


Voice: #38 Voice: Sakurai Takahiro: 


1780om/ABM/6ASE EN/ RFR (1) 


EAROVSAXAT he MPYTMEC. 
EARL IEMD THANE EDBUEAL 
OHMEWVSUSHTC NS, EARICAL 
Tish DODmtE. 
FHBCMMLTUT, FROMR BR. 


178cm // Blood Type AB // Birthday 6/9 // 
Gemini (1st year) 


A classmate of the protagonist. He is forthright and friendly. 

He looks after the protagonist, who has just transferred in and is very 
Unfamiliar with the environment. He is quite a worrywart when it comes to 
the protagonist. 

He belongs to the handicrafts club, and consequently his fingers are 
Incredibly nimble. 


2 Character Profile 
FEB soon coon 


Voice: #27852 Voice: Kamiya Hiroshi 


1730m/ABR/2F 14S EN /7KGm (25) 


FERCMERTREMMO ho 7. 
BOYSADEEMULTUS. SHEER 
WSRORRT (LER) OBLATHENT 
Us. 

Ted, EORRA ES RMICTMSABT. 
M(BET)SLV. MMROCREDN SE 
MLTUS. 


173cm // Blood Type AB // Birthday 2/14 // Aquarius (2nd year) 


‘The head of the treasury, an organization in competition with the stu- 
dent council. 

He is prejudiced against Niwa because of Niwa’s crude personality. Beau- 
tiful enough to be mistaken for a woman, he is known by the rilckname, 
“Queen.” 

However, contrary to his outer appearance, his actions are bold and 
masculine. He trusts his childhood friend Shichijo from the bottom of his 
heart. 


CRE ow ll » 


Voice: #8938 Voice: Tsuboi Tomohiro 


1B4cm/BR/SAR7BEEN/Z em (2%) 


BRSOMEB. 7XVAEENOAWN—F 

THUY AIL, 

AMET RIC MRS PABLID, TO 

BEES MPULASL, 

MPOWNSIYEI—FEBEL. BATT 
VORA. RICBMSCESIE 


184cm // Blood Type B // Birthday 9/7 // 
Virgo (2nd year) 


Saionji’s aide, He is half-Japanese, half-French, and was born in America, 
making him trilingual 

His refined bearing keeps a constant smile on his face, but his true motives are 
unreadable. 

He has been using computers freely since he was a child, and possessed 
advanced programming abilities. He can always be found at Saionjis side. 


2 Character Profile 
FB FAB CB vo rosin 


Voice: )\@i383% Voice: Konishi Katsuyuki 


187cm/BR/BAISHERN/ BF (3EE) 


AIVUNF 4 PROF. 

MEI, WLS. FER) CUSELZO 
WO, MMIEBSSA, STICBUTRHL 
RAMEHOTUS. 

DA DISHED, ICES, ERED SBD 
NTS, 


187cm // Blood Type B // Birthday 8/15 // Leo (3rd year) \ 


‘The student council president of Bell Liberty Academy. 

‘A judo 3rd dan, and never backs down from a fight, As is implied by his 

nickname of "King,” he possesses superior talent in not only academics, 

but all fields. 

He is somewhat rough and llkmannered, but he is kind-heartiéd) and the 
students adore him dearly, 


CBB FA BB sins sos 


Voice: #8)II88:2 Voice: Morikawa Toshiyuki 


1820m/AW/11 A LOBE ENR (3H) 


SPAWAR, TROREROM. 
AAOBASEDSDETRI SMART. 
MERSRICBSBUEBoONSBFIs 
HUW TEL. 

RHMAOTRE SABO. 


182cm // Blood Type A // Birthday 11/19 // 
‘Scorpio (3rd year) 


Vice president of the student council. He is the King's close pal as well as 
his staff officer. 

AA theorist who advocates his own opinions without apology. Towards 
enemies and people who don't seem to be of any profit to him, he is 
utterly cold. 

He and Shichijo of the treasury don’t get along well (to put it lightly). 


z Character Profile 


Voice: =AR—BB Voice: Miki Shinichirou 


183cm/OW/12A2BEEN/ NFR (2E*) 


FIAMEN, RAWBTIAIL{Y-. 
WOKATISLOFOMEUBADIEGT E 
leteu. 

ERLTEREM DOBAC—-BENTS. 
BEHDECB. 


183cm // Blood Type O // Birthday 12/12 // 
Sagittarius (2nd year) 


Captain of the tennis team and a genius tennis player. At his matches, 
the shrill cheers of the girls never end. 

He falls in love at first sight with Keita, who has just transferred in, 
‘Aman who lavishes his loves 


Voice: ###}f— Voice: Suzumura Kenichi 


1670m/OM/4A BERN FM (2H) 


KUFRATAEMICM THR SOEL 
THSPMTUNU—. ARENDS PD 
DDE. 
ADIT UMHETHIC TERRE LO 
ThE 


167cm // Blood Type 0 // Birthday 4/1 // Aries (2nd year) 


‘As the campus delivery service, he goes all over campus on his bicycle and 
delivers things. He's a cheeky boy from Oosaka. 
He has'a very sociable personality, and can approach anyone with ease. 


2 Character Profile 
BEA, worrouie 


Voice: $383852 Voice: Nojima Hirofumi 


176cm/AW/SASBEEN/ RE (BEE) 


ABBR. PRORFAR. WRHEEE 
Ly, Str THR 

ABT, HCN SIALE-eSTRIE 
HUTS. 

MEMS TECMPLISTREDROIS 
STEBLIELE. 


176cm // Blood Type A // Birthday 3/3 // Pisces (3rd year) 


President of the art club. A precocious genius artist. His art is mainly 
abstract paintings, and he is prolific with a fast hand. 

He is an introvert, and all of his external energies are poured into his 
art. He Is frequently so engrossed in painting that he neglects to eat. 


Voice: |I|E&%F Voice: Kawakami Tomoko 


186cm/AW/7A20B£ 81 /M (IRE) 


SMOKE. PDUURREED, RiZ2am. 
UDSAy hOw [hI TT] BRATS. 
SMELT. SETS. ORE 
RALTUS. 

BaDUORM. 


156em // Blood Type A // Birthday 7/20 // Cancer (teacher) 


‘A teacher of biology. He has a cute appearence, but he's actually 24 years 
old. He's always holding his pet cat, Tonosama. 

His specialty is biochemistry, and he has so fer published many times: 
about his research. 

He's just a bit guileless, 


gz Character Profile 


Voice: RIREBEAEB Voice: Okiayu Ryoutarou 


1780m/AB/1AIBEEN/UEE (BEE) 


ABBR. POENGETSRORRT 
BBs. 

ABS TEM, LRBSHHOL, RAR 
BOTONDADHMERT LES. 
BHOTLESCORLTUS, 


178cm // Blood Type A // Birthday 1/1 // Capricorn (3rd year) 


Captain of the archery club. He is also dorm leader of the dormitory 
‘where all students lodge. 
He Is diligent and straight-laced, and on top of his methodical personal- 
Ity, he has an older-brother disposition, meaning he Is prone. to looking 
after the needs of others. 


Voice : FREES — Voice: Narita Ken 


AUNT 4 PRORRET. SIVUIF 4 PROOB. 
PRBOMAT. REMKURU BRE PITS, / 
ERIC ADMD SKS TED 


Bell Liberty Academy's insurance doctor (doctor who 
treats those with health insurance), and an alumnus of 
Bell Liberty. 

He acts as counselor in the schoo! infirmary, and Endo 
often comes to see him to relax. 

Tt seems there's a particular reason for that. 


2 Character Profile 
UV FB HBR) FAB) one wowace 


: z Voice: Mizushima Takahiro / 
Voice: KBAB- RAR ~ i Ken 
AWUNF 4 PREET, EAROPRBALMLISZ. 
ERE, KADY YIO=F 4 EEMLRIFWAOD 
L¢DROT, EHOMMICENTUS. 

AD EAMRUOSADT & SBE BUEBOT 


SKY, RBSHCSLODUEHT. 
1st years at Bell Liberty Academy in the same 4 \\) 
Class as the protagonist, Ito Keita. FAB) 


Identical twins. Their selling point Is thelr ozawa Kakeru (younger) 
doubles play, which makes full use of thelr 5 

synchronization, and they admire Captain 

Naruse. , 
‘They're not so thrilled about the fact that Keita R 
seems to get special treatment, and they inter- Vs2) 


fere whenever they can, 
‘Ozawa Wataru (older) 


eI Gakuen Heaven is also available in PC 
, game and Playstation 2 games, by 
Spray the “Boy’s Love Game Brand” 


DVD Release Dattes 2Sith April 2O0S 


sens 


Pi 


Supremely talented young artists. 
Heise has garnered a reputation for 
producing some really spectacular and 
realistic pictures. X-Seven is also well 
known for drawing amazingly beautiful 
pictures. In this issue, they tell us about 
their artwork and inspirations. 


How did you two meet? How long have you 
known each other? 

X-Seven: We've known each other over the net 
since about May last year, so not for a long 
period. But we have the same interests, that's 
why we can get along and work together pretty 
well 


What inspires you to draw? Where do the ideas 
‘come from? (How did BL come to be a part of your 
body of work? What was the emotional and 
psychological process that led you to this?) 

Helse: Because of my interests and hobby. 
Manga Is something 've loved since junior middle 
school, and at the same time art is my profession. 
BLis also part of it ~BL is the best! Those all have 
influence. | like boys that look like girs 


's Profile 
‘Age: 20 

Origin: China 

Language: Mandarin 

Hobbies: Drawing handsome guys, ooking 
at handsome guys, play games & BJD. 
Other into: 

= Member of X-Seven Studio, 

= Good friend of X-Seven, 


X-Seven’s Profile 

Age: 21 

Origin: China, but currently studying in Australia, 
Language: Chinese & English 

Hobbies: Network games, online games, 

Other info: 
- Established X-Seven Studio, 


Heise, what age were you when you came to the 
realization that artis your gift? 

Heise: Firstly I've enjoyed drawing since | was a 
kid, and | noticed that people around me of the 
same age couldn't match me. At that time | 
realized that I'm quite gifted. 


Do you only draw BL artwork? How much do you 
like the idea of BL? 

Heise: Nope, | don't only draw BL. Actually | also 
enjoy drawing other illustrations, like sci-fi - it's 
just that my preference is BL. Hmm... of | should 
say, basically | don't watch any stories of any 
dramas based on romance between male and 
female. | feel that they've no “nutrition”. 


Have you had any negative feedback over your 
BL drawings? 

Heise: There are people saying that 'm 
abnormal or whatever. But so what? | draw 
because I like to, they have no right to interfere, 
no matter whether they like it or not. 


Do you have anyone you look up to? 
Heise: Yes | guess, those who can draw well, but 
it’s not worshipping - is to surpass them! 


Please describe how the two of you function as a 
team - what you do - how you operate in tandem 
with each other. 

X-Seven: Co 
help it, dist 
can be 


‘What's fun about drawing BL? 
X-Seven: Fun? Ki 
like BL is becau 


The only way Is to find ano 


Helse: Drawing BL 
naughty things, 


‘What programs do each of you use to draw? 
What media? 


X-Seven: P! 
PAINTER. 


Heise: Only PS. 


Fae = 
Sy The.Mermaid Sadness-bydlalags 


‘What is or were the significant events that 
happened in your life - that you believe had the 
shaping the person you are 


opposite to my 
influenced by a wor 
fletional world Ir 


‘Where do you think your art will take/lead you? 
X-Seven: How is it. 
Heise: 


| gles I'l be more solid with my 
are practical, at least 
at I'm closer te 


In defining "Beauty": 
X-Seven: It's a matter of feeling. Kinda hard to describe. 
Heise: It's a matter of aesthetic standard. 


pe}. 


Do you wish you knew what the future holds for 
{you or are you on your current path regardless of 
What the future holds? 

X-Seven: Il catch any chance for 
meet because my ability and my fun 
after all, so | won't 


But | won't et go of 
Heise: My future 
can't possibly spend 
want to do many thin 
ducing comme 

the clothes they des 


We heard both of you will feature your artwork in 
‘an exhibition in Australia. Where will it be held 
‘and when is it? 


X-Seven: The exhibition 
first 2 we 


Sydney Townhall, 
Kingnaconiya. 


ir 
ire TO visit A 
Bes exhibition 


f May in the biggest 


Permission were given to display artwork by Heise & X-Seven. They have a strict policy in displaying their 
artwork and permission is needed to do so. If you like the artworks, you can also buy from them. 


Gans Spotligh 


‘The individuals featured in 


[was 19 and back then it was my classmate 
Bluemonika who told me about yaoi and the 
forum. 


Ilike to watch beautiful things. Boys with a girly 
body are just oo yurnmy. 


‘Yes, Bluemonika... And other classmates as well, 
but | only talk with Bluemonika about yao! stuff. 


Honestly | dont have a favorite character. Neither 
‘a favorite yaoi manga/anime. But | liked to watch 
‘Sukisyo (til the middle, the ending was 8000000 
bad) and of course like everybody | like Sensitive 
Pornograph, 


When did you start king yaoVBL stuff? 
‘A few months back | was trawling through some 
‘gay cinema, and pretty much stumbled across it, 
though I've been into comics and anime for a few 
Years. | run a pretty decent comics/manga depart- 
ment in a large bookstore. 


Is there anything you dislike about it? 
‘Some yaoi can be uncomfortably pederastic, and 
the often artificial enforcement of the semeluke 
roles can be a litle unsettiing. It's fantasy, of 
course, and a fluffy, rather validating fantasy, but it 
sometimes makes me a bit uncomfortable. Enzai, 
for instance, is skating on pretty thin ice, culturally. 


ao 


'm not into masculine men. Also | really dislike stories 
which involve tentacle rapes and such... it's really 
disgusting! 


| was really confused about my sexuality. | didn't know 
whether | was bi-sexual or just straight. By watching 
some yaol | had more interest in men in real fe and 
now | am a happy bl-guy for more than one year and 
also had the experience of getting a boyfriend myself, 
Yaoi, arigatou gozaimashitall 


Forum Username: PinkHaze (Name: Roger) 
22, Male, England - Literature student’bookseller 


Why do you tke yaovBL? 
Culturally, its fascinating, even though a lot of it could stand to be 
better written. The completely casual presentation of homosexuality, 
for instance: unabashed, even offhand, with none of the whole 
‘western, (self-conscious) construction-as-the-other shtick. Plus, pretty 
boys, can't forget the pretty boys. 


Who is your fav character? 
Which is your fav yaoV/BL anime or manga tite? 
Well my favorite character is Soubi from Loveless 
and my favorite yaoi anime is Loveless! Its by far the 
best one I've seen yet and the art is amazing! 


Complete this sentence: "| was looking for some 
yaol when..* 

‘Well, not so much looking for, but putting out on the 
shelves. This kid, can't have been more than 13, 
asked me what it was. | tried to explain as rationally 
and literally as possible, blushing all the while. He 
walked out with @ copy of OffBeat, and came back 
next week for Only The Ring Finger. Gosh. 


= 


ONS zB 


Forum Usemame: Kanoe 
20, female, USA - Ilustrator/Fashion Designer 


When did you start liking yaoVBL stuff? 
| started liking yaoi and shounen-ai after | 
‘accidently’ found some Sallor Moon Doujinshi 
with Jadelte and Malachite. | was like, "Omg!? 
‘Are those....both boys??" and then | found it 
again a week later, and realized how great it was. 
was probably about 12-13...hahal 


Why do you like yaoVBL? 

Because there can be so much drama, just ike in Who is your fav character? 

hetero relationships, but I's usually Yorbldden’ Which Is your fav yaoi/B anime or manga tite? 

love. It just is nice watching the Seme have to I's hard to choose, but Id probably have to go with 

fight a litle harder for the Uke (or vice versa) — Tasuki from Fushigi Yuugl. Just because | fell in love 

Plus, nothing can go wrong with twice the amount — with him at like 14, and he makes me very nostalgic. 

of pretty boys. He's constantly surrounded by equally beautiful men! 
My favorite Yaoi specific tle would have to be 

Does anyone jn real Ife knows about how much Gorgeous Charat, by You Higuri 

Yyou like it? 

I've let it out a few times. My best friends know, — Complete this sentence: "| was looking for some yaol 

but unfortunately aren't really anime fans, so they when..." 

‘cant understand itas deeply as the rest of us. But | accidently found a fan-made hetero pom based on 

| definitely don't try to hide it. :sports a Rosiel Dragon Ball Z and Sailor Moon called the seven balls 

kissing Setsuna themed purse on occasions: ‘of something... was pretty traumatized for a while, but 

1 got past that obstacle and continue on my 

yaol-searching days with new awareness. 


Forum Username: Camryn (Name: Megz) 
18, female, USA, Freshman college student studying Marine Science 


Why do you like yaoV/BL? 
Love can be between two 
people of the same sex and | 


love reading about it. 
When did you start tking yaoVBL stuff? Does anyone in real life knows about how 
| started liking yaoi when | was about 16. My much you tke if? 


me borrow and then from there I went on to gotten some of them hooked on it! My sister 
yaoi more specifically. Descendants of Dark- knows too, although she doesn't like it yet. 


friend had @ shounen-ai manga that she let 7 \ Oh yes...all of my friends do. I've actually 
ness is the first yaoi manga that I ever read Ba, 


and tis still one of my favorites. Complete this sentence: "| was looking for some yaol 
\Who is your fav character? Which Is your fv 1 was looking for some yaol in a bookstore when my Dad 
YyaoV/BL anime or manga ttle? came up behind me to tell me it was time to go. Of course 


‘Well my favorite character is Soubi from Love- he saw the two guys in the manga, who happened to be 
less and my favorite yaoi anime is Loveless! it having sex "-" His expression got really funny for a minute 
is by far the best one I've seen yet and the art _ and then he just walked away. He's never said anything 
is amazing! ‘about it since!! 


Original Creator: Yun Kouga 
Animation Production: J.C. Staff 
Production: Nanatsu no Tsuki 
Licensed in English by: Media Blasters 
Vintage: 2005-04-06 


Grate in 2008 and vase on he orginal manga by Yun Kouga, tie 
‘anime has very gorgeous, clean artwork. Whether a close up or a faraway 
shot, the scenes for the most part remain very well animated - unlike even 
‘some other new animes. The backgrounds and choice of tones in each 
‘scene give the setting a very warm feel and at times can almost pull you right 
into THE emotions coloring every scene. The character designs are just as 
lovely as the choices of backgrounds. The artis definitely fits the show, and 
‘can be encompassed by one simple word: breathtaking 


‘On their journey, Soubl and Ritsuka encounter many different opponents and 
fight many battles. The fighting styles and techniques in this anime are abso- 
lutely stunning. There is never a dull moment during a battle. There's always 
‘a new attack or method of fighting for each individual. In Soubi's case, the 
fighting techniques that he uses are always grandiose, pretty and flowing, 
Though the artwork and plot twists will have you gaping in awe and fascina- 
tion, the fights themselves will at times, have you on the edge of your seat in 


wonder of what will happen next. 
AAs far as the storyline goes, every episode goes further into plot _ 
ment, a8 well as character development. Unlike many other animes, 
aren't any filer episodes or filer scenes. This means that there is alw 
‘something significant happening that will give you more information related to. 
the plot or characters. The story has moments where you will get snippets of _ 
lalionship development between various supporting characters as well - 
breaking away from the plot for a moment to give you Something sweet. 


‘The story contains somewhat mild shota undertones/! 
Despite this, even the most skeptical of shounen-ai 
have found it not oniy beautiful, but very intriguing, 
well. Loveless is a truly wonderful tale with heart 
and drama, fantasy and beauty. 


Itis a definite ‘must watch’ for any anime fan's 
‘especially for fans of shonen-ai. Its ceftainly 

worth at least a chance to the most skeptical of 
viewers. Loveless is just one series youha@@iio ——- ata 
watch for yourself o ee ite undeniable iti 
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Hach retake wos exacty your normal sa Ae - 
twelve-year old. Losing the love of his mother prepare revige & info by: Kawaii 
ited by: Mil 


Layout: Aarin 


and his memories after his elder brother died, 
he was in a sense, a very fragile young boy. 
That is, until he encountered the man named 
Agatsuma Soubi. Because this man claimed to 
have known his brother, Ritsuka decided to hear 
him out. Apparently Soubi was truly connected 
to Ritsuka’s belated brother Seimei. He was a 
Fighter, and Seimei was his Sacrifice. 


Hearing more about his brother from Soubi, 
Ritsuka leamed that he had been killed by an 
‘organization called the ‘Seventh Moon’. Wanting 

the truth behind his brother's past and 


Loveless Character Profiles 


loyagt Ritsuka 


Ritsuka wishes to find out so badly the controversy around 
Seime'’s death, but at times is unsure if he can handle Soubi, 
He is odd in the sense that he believes if he doesn't take 
pictures, he will forget himself, forget the time he has spent with 
others. He calls this creating memories. 


\gatsuma Soubi 


He joins up with Ritsuka for the sake of the young male being 
his new sacrifice. It is. hard to tell whether he grows a real 
‘attachment to Ritsuka or whether he is doing what he does 
‘simply because he was told to by Selmel. A hypocrite, Soubl is 
‘always saying one thing and tuming right around and doing the 
‘next, though it is unclear why he acts in such a manner. 


Loyagi Seimei 


Ritsuka’s belated brother who was murdered, and the former 
‘saorifice of Soubi. He is the reason Ritsuks and Soubl came 


together to fight 


Hawatan Yuikg 


While she may be a bit ditzy, Yuiko is a very kind-hearted gir, 
Because of it she is often taken advantage of by others and 
used by people that she believed were her friends. She showed 
Ritsuka kindness even when he was unkind to her. Persistent, 
‘eventually she befriends him in some manner. 


Yayoi 


‘Afool for love, Yayoi is always trying to find some way to get the 
attention of the one he most admires, Yuiko. And while the 
‘young git seems completely oblivious to his feelings for her, 
that never stops him from chasing after her. He is a kind boy but 
dislikes Ritsuka, who seems only to be getting in his way. 


Loveless Character Profiles 


Shinonome Hitomi 


Ritsuka's teacher. She has a kind heart and wishes to believe 
the best of others, but because of that she sometimes gets her- 
self into some bad situations. She is frowned upon at times for 
being a twenty-three year old that has not yet lost her ears. 


Kaido Kio 


‘Acclose friend of Soub's from college. He is one that does not 
‘Seem to approve of his relationship with Ritsuka. 


Breathless 


Midori. Ai is a fighter, and Midori Is her 
‘sacrifice in battle. Though they both seem to 
dislike Soubi, it is mainly Al who finds him 
disgusting for choosing a new sacrifice after 


Zero 

Making up this team are the slightly gung-ho 
‘and hyperactive pair of Natsuo and You). 
‘Natsuo Is the fighter, and Youji Is the sacri- 
fice. 


SRaniation Group: Storm in HEAVEN 
‘Storm in Heaven offers a variety of shoujo and shounen-ai 


www.storminheaven.net bishios, Cred downloade ae avelobio, well ae a few moro, 
risque titles for those who lke explicit man on man action. 
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WAPUSZE 


Shattered Senctuasl Gnchanter 


On a Saturday moming, Ritsuka could think of better things to do 
than school work, In fact, he had debated the issue with his teacher, 
insisting on finding information for the assignment through the 
internet rather than actually having to come here personally, OF 
course, being the rather particular teacher she was, there was no 
feazoning with her She had insisted that Ritsuka could gain 
valuable information to push up his grades by actually experiencing 
that he was writing about rather than just copying something off the 
Internet and placing itin his own words, 


If that wasn't enough, Yuiko attacked him after school with what she called a ‘hug! and the assessment 
sheet fell from his hand, Of course who was to pick it up but the blond fighter whose sapphire eyes quickly 
scanned over the paper before those devious lips of his curved into an innocent smile, Somehow, the man 
had pleaded with him long enough for Ritsuka to crack and give him permission to accompany him, Now 
he had to put up with the older male's uncomfortable fliting and that innocent smile that hid those 
perverted thoughts Ritsuka knew were there, 


So now here he was in his dark brown short sleeved shirt and baggy black pants. His dark brown hair was 
rather mussed as usual and his ears flicked slightly at the zoft sounds of the rustling leaves. The long 
catrlike tall hovever was Fairly still for the moment only twitching slightly from time to time and moving 
rather lazily, Arms were folded over a metal railing and his chin rested against the warm dark material of 
his sleeve. Lavender eyes were unmoving az his right hand tapped a note pad and pen it was clutching 
against the matal, bored despite the scenery, Surrounded by the fresh green trees contained by large 
spanning walls of glass, if frorn his 
extravagant enclosuy 


"Ritsukal Have you finished your project yet?" 


He didn't need to turn around, he knew that that deep, excited voice could only be his fighter, Soubi, But 
how could he even ask that? The note pad vaz right there for the man to see and it was completely blank 
and had been since thay got here half an hour ago, It didn’t help that Soubi was leering over him the vhole 
time £0 he couldn't think, If the man had watched him remain completely still for half an hour, why on Earth 
was he asking if he was finished? 


His hand with the note pad stopped tapping against the railing to indicate he was listening, However, the 
Zacrifice disliked looking atthe fighter when he vaz mad. Looks were zo deceiving with Soubi, the man had 
gullted Ritsuka into letting him came and now he was playing the victim. Ritsuka needed to take a stand 
and prove to the older male that this wasn't going to be an option in the future, And what was all that about 
"you are my law'? It seemed to only apply when it suited him. 


‘The project itzelF seemed like waste of time in hie opinion. Apparently he had to pags this one or hie 
grades would go davn and his mother would be called into the school... Obviously camething he wanted to 
avold at all costs. However, how was he supposed to be at his peak when the boy was exhausted from 
being dragged out of bed zo early? No one else was even here, which only made it seem more insane. 


"what de you think?" 


tafe long the student flt» lage hand stoking his hal, making 
SER Tsced Many ears ic sett Blnhine fore momen, Flues 
y Sreagh the iran nos dncored v's whe meivand ight Glue ecket) 
a aivays were: Yet twas such adelcate touch, 0 soft and reassuring, 
l Soeem of sky svands ar he parted his Ips to speck. 


"tt won't gat done if you don't write anything, Ritsuka, Let me help. 


Help? Rilight... Since when did then man ever want to actually help? Distract more like it, The fightar was 
quite skilled in making Ritsuka forget about the topic at hand and right now he couldn't afford that, Moving 
out of the man's reach, a sheat of paper slipped out from his note book. It was titled ‘Insects Assignment- 
Aoyagi Ritsuka’ with the topic jotted down az ‘Butterflies’. The boy quickly bent down to pick up the paper 
before the fighter used it ar an excuse to get doze to him again. 


4 Gach 


Why the teacher gave him that particular insect evaded him, A boyresearching butterflies just seamed 
wrong to him, And in this enclosed butterfly sanctuary, he had yetto see any butterflies that could remain 
Still for long enough for him to look at them properly. Not thathe was particularly fussed with it while Soubi 
waz having a staring compatition vith his back, Now that he thought of it, the man waz even more 
Perverted than he initially assumed. 


I da it without your help, i's MY project." 


"Maybe I could just." 


aaa 


‘The man gave 2 pained smile, probably hurt but how could the boy 
show him pity after he'd been so insistent on coming? Soubi knew 
how uncomfortable he got when the man invaded his personal 
space, £0 hy do it at all? Snatching the net that Soubi had been 
holding in his other hand, he turned avay from the man, He walked 
along the concrete path seeking to find something to write about to 
take his mind off of the older male, That pervert was probably 
staring at his rear right nov...LHe walked a little faster 

Many of the questions that were on the assignment vere easy to fake. Ones like what climate they like 

best and how many eggs they laid could be easily found in the comfort of his own home by straining 

himself with a click of the mouse. However, there waz one question the teacher made hell, ‘Best ay to 
catch the insect’, She had been smart asking him to write down the steps he'd taken in attempting to catch 
fromm 1-40, Faking It would be too obvious... Damn it 


of course, catching them by hand vould hurt the butterfly, so the sanctuary provided nets but the wire circle 
that seemed far too small, Hovaver, Ritsuka was confident that the passive insect would easily be ticked 
Into ite confines, Though he knew he vould probably look really silly waving a net around z0 he wanted to 
get this over with as soon as possible, How hard could it be? 


‘The plan of attack war quick and avift. Attempting to run at them just proved useless though, as they'd 
Just flutter away, Walking over to one perched upon slovly and then quickly lashing the net down 
‘alzo left him with an empty net. The colorful insect merely fluttered right in front of his eyes az If it were 
mocking him, Thinking he had it right this time, Ritsuka tried the ‘madly thrashing around the net! 
method, sure he'd have to catch something that vay. However, once again, the nat was empty, 


“THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE!" 
‘Throwing down the net roughly with his notebook, the boy entangled 
his hands in dark hair and felt like he wanted to scream, How on 
th was he supposed to defeat this foe vhen they evaded 
everything he did? No matter how fast he was, somehow they simply 
avoided the net with a soft flutter making him feel so angry at their 
arrogance, How could he be defeated by such tiny opponents?! 


Shaking slightly, the boy tried to get 2 hold of himself. Maybe he 
just needed to try a little harder to get that much needed grade. If 
he gave up, the meeting of mother and school would cause an 
explosive catastrophe... Damn it think THINK! 


Riteuka.” 


Oh great, That blond haired pretty boy was probably about to gloat to him about how he knew a better way 
to do everything. Turning around like 2 bull ready to charge at a red flag, the boy shook harder with each 
zecond, about to explode az that soft smile macked him, The man waz 20 infuriating when he made 
Ritsuka look so stupid! For once he wanted to wipe that smirk right off the man's face, Aoyagi Ritsuka 
would not be defeated by inzecte! 


"Don't start, Soubi yoMmnn.." 


Lavender eyes widened as a flash of deep sapphire raced toward him. That younger body was constricted 
tightly within warm confines as soft velvet rushed over his lips. Such 2 gentle embrace with those protective 
aime surrounding his body, cradling it into submission. Ritcuka's lips quivered, he hated when Soubi did 
this, held him and kissed him with such expertise. The sacrifice was left to shiver and take in the warmth, 
of the kiss, 


4y Enchanter 
Feeling something varm and vet stoke against his lover lip, his whole body tensed é 
Fear facing in overdrive atthe realization of what exec Soubl var doing the boy dutched his 
She not testing his shaky legs, Despite his stght iscamnfore the ran used the fhuscle te part his lis. 
vey seeking inside his mouth to caress sofly over his tongue To steal avay all ofthe angry words he 
Rod Vormulacea ts make i's completa Blank Hate 
As those expert lips retreated, he realized that his lithe frame had 
Sopped shaddering, He fale stangely relaxed with the after aste oF 
Shue thet wer Zomehow bitervect on his tongue The man 
Stroked over his back se"sofly sind calmly slmost a5 he wes tying 
Sarhure' wid bees ut his ntanton vare pares Ahend ld down 
Fis arm to grip at his wnat iting and outowetching 8 slow 
"You need to be completely calm i you want to attract them." 
‘The fighter stated, holding Ritsuka's arm up while he stepped behind the boy. That hand that sid around 
his sim waise made him quiver soty as Re was pulled beck against the older male: Sof blond halt 
Uahcaded dovn over his houlderss uated his cheeks 


ry to remain completely stil, Ritsuka." 


His mouth felt so dry, the man's lips were so close to his ear, Those lips that kissed him so deeply only a 
faw moments ago with an embrace that left him almost falling to his knees. That deep, seductive volce so 
clear, scorching through his body as the man's grip tightened on his wrist to make it stil, That sound waz 
30 sathing mixed with the softly rustling trees. He couldn't help but close his eyes, subconsciously leaning 
against the older male listening to that sveet voice, 


"Be patient and wait for them to come to you. 
Please keep talking... Ritzuka thought to himself az he felt his body grov calm. Something about Soubi 
just made him tense sometimes and completely other times. Tt was odd and made little sense, 
but right now he falt like he vaz malting into the older male zoftly seduced by that magnificent voice. stl 
In hiz embrace, frozen in time that couldn't be counted in minutes. So peaceful it almost made him want 
to fall asleep, 


Riteukan" 


"Hmmm?" “open your 


Blinking back to reality, he saw a soft blue and white shifting on 2 
canvas of dark brown. Blinking again, he realized that a butterfly 
vas flexing ite wings slowly perched halfway up his arm. Such bright 
biue and white zo pale in contrast against the black outline of the 
2mall vings. Thin lege padded coftly over the material and fei 
inquisitvaly scanned ahead. The insect didn't seem to min 

ha place nor try to flutter avay as Ritsuka's gaze remained fixed upon 
fe 


"Sou, 
*ahhe 


‘The man lat go of his wrist and slowly slid away from his body, leaving Ritsuka to stand awkwardly still with 
his eyes trapping the butterfly, The man retumed, hovering the net his sacrifice had discarded over the 
butterfly, The boy was afraid the butterfly would evade it, but the older male raised his free hand to his 
lips and brought down the net slowly. The butterfly remained on his arm before fluttering further up into 
the net, resting comfortably against the side of it to flex its vings again. 


"See, Ritzuka? It's not impossible.” 


Seeing that confident look invaded by soft strands of blond hale, hecouldn't help but smile. Forget the 
report, the man loaked rather beautiful in the gentle light that radiated over his skin, Moving his arm, the 
butterfly and net were forgotten as fingers shakily moved to the man's cheek. The skin was soft and felt 
like velvet beneath his fingertips. Just for a moment, he lost himsalf in that masculine beauty. Feeling like 
that butterfly that had been seduced so sveetly by Soubi's charms and captured by his brilliance, 


by &e 
Just as the fighter stroked over the back of his hand, cradling it dose to his cheek, the boy 
Seemed to snap back to reality. Admiring the man in such 2 vay would probably give him perverted 


ideas, wouldn't t? This waz probably his plan from the beginning! Crafty, Soubi, you're 20 very crafty, 
Ritsuka thought to himself as his face hardened its expression and he pulled away. 


"Yeah... Well I have the information I need now. 


Turning avay from the older male, he retrieved his note pad from the 

ground and cleared his throat. Of course, he wouldn't tell the man that he was trying to avoid that face 
of his, How was it that a man could seam so utterly irresistible to touch? A MAN?! Regardless, the boy 
assured himself this was all Soubi's fault and he in fact felt no attraction at all to him as he walked down 
the path back towards the exit, wanting to get back into public as soon as possible... 


Soubi smiled to himself as he watched Ritsuka walk away, that tall of 

his waving behind him so cutely , making him chuckle. Lifting his hand to press his fingers to his lips, 
he savored the memory and locked it away in his heart. The younger male was wavering ever so slightly, 
even iFhe tried to hide it. Soon Ritsuks... Soon you will realize that you are just like that butterfly, Iwill 
continue to be calm and stil, waiting for you as alvays, One day you finally come to me seeking out the 
answers to those questions you keep rejecting from your mind. 


- 6nd - 


eB imeas 


Description (Taken fram DokiDoki's site): Fujimoto Hiroya is at the top of his class. He's the Student Council Vice 
President, spends all his tme studying and is tne idol of all the "good girs” But the truth is, he'd trade i all just forthe 
‘chance to be someone else someone popular, outgoing and carelree Someone ske Masaki 


Masakis what Fujmoto's frends would call an “iit” He'd rather play soccer than study, almost never cracks a book, 
‘and is popular with all the “normal” kids He has flashy clothes. bleached hair and a reputation just a lousy as 
Fujimoto's is good. 


Inthe summer of Fujimoto's freshman year of high school, he resolves to change his image and his fe. allo make 
friends with Masaki. But can dyed hair, new clothes and a piercing really change a person inside? 


Classic BL by the "dream-team” of novelist Koh Akizuki and mangaka Meiko Koide. 
Please note that this tile deals very frankly with some rather ‘eavy” issues including, but nat limited to homophobia, 


‘gay bashing, coming out, HIVIAIDS, promiscuous sex. rape, and suicide, I's not exactly “ight” reading, Might want 10 
bring some tissues, 


Scaniating Quality: A creating a more intimate 


a —— Stas; Yattteraereege! | Sra an over tenaer and 


Excellent ob, DowiDoK! | ‘sympathetic feeling for the 
‘Special thanks to Tsurara ‘Mangakas characters. As my sister 
‘Monotone, Okaasan, and Koh Akizuki (Story) and puts It, she can sense a 
Puuto1331N You've man- Mieko Koide (Art) ‘giddy happiness radiating 
‘aged to crank out one Volumes: 7 from my body while I'm 


‘chapter (one LONG 
chapter) per week!!! Your 
‘efforts, though not often 
praised via emails or 
‘otherwise, are very (vary) 


‘Status: Completed (Scaniation is] reading 
at volume 06) What can | say? 
Rating: 16+ (sexual stuations | neeze just make a 
non-graphiclcensored, heavy | that way. Will an_unre- 
‘sexual lopics/ssues/aaiogue) | quited love (Masak's older 


much appreciated. The | Scanlavion Group. brother, Chisato, and, 
English used is carefully DokiDoki - aragami org Kanae) finally gets a 
worded so that us readers | jay chance? Masaki's pe 
n fully immerse our- Volume 01 ISBN-19-960016-7 tent love toward Hiroya has. 
‘elves into the story. We | Volume 02 ISBN-19:980021-3 at fast reached ...0 
were (atieast was) able | Yokime 03 |SBN.19-980044.8 conclusion..? Actually, 
to engage my whole self | Volume 04 ISBN-19-960057-4 thats stil inthe works, 
into this experience, Volume 05 ISBN-19.960077-9 since volume 7 has yet to 
Thank you ai Volume 08 ISBN-19-960102-3 bbe scaniated, You'd think 
Volume 07 ISBN-19-9600 that after realizing their 
My 2conts To Download. passion for each other, 
Ws long read, give Direct download at DokiDOk’'s Yatteraneeze page!| these four would live hap- 
you that. Then again, | (Or alternative download links Aannfantasy’s, pily everafter.. but | quess 


‘ida realy notice the time ‘Akizuki and ‘Koide have 
{ying by while 'm reading yaoi - especialy Yatters- have aiferent plans for them alt. if you haven't 
| One obstacle after another, Akizuki sensei aiready, buy the books or 

the struggles of young love. Not just any download Yatteraneeze and 
young lave - but BOY LOVE, keeping you guessing 3s read! Should you bring 
to “Will they do it? And when?” Yatteraneeze teased issues? _ Acouple 
the perverted minds with glimpses of “geting” to the sheets wil be 
act of sex here and there, with two guys ust about't0 enough, just 
etitont That, ladmit, gets me abithot and bothered. in case. 
‘This is, of course, all due to Koide sense’'s erotc ilus- 
ration of our seme and uke in a thoroughly compro- 
‘mising position -on the floor, in he living room, wth no 
‘one but themselves at home. 


‘As if the trials and tribulations of high schoo! love 
was not challenging enough. Akizuki and Koide toss in 
the messes of misfortunes a same-sex couple woul 
face - AIDS, gay bashing and etc... Amazingly. their 
sufferings doesn't depress you too much. They just 
‘gave the story a sense of realism, creating a mare 
intimate and an overall tender and sympathetic feeling 


Volumes: 5 


‘Scanlation Group(s)” 
‘Game Over of Continue - gooe: 
Obsession - obsession ora, (Vo 


ISBN: 
Volume 01 
Volume 02 
Volume 03 
Volume 04 \ 
Volume 05 \ 


To Download: 


gaz 


Mangaka: Miner Cag 


HTTP links avaliable a OBsession’s forum 
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(Garnmary ute by Kato 
~Taken from Obsession's site) 


AS volume series with two side stories Ballad 
and Three Days. Neither has to do withthe main 
story, but both have to do with Kou. There won't 
be a summary for either since if you don't ke the 


Status: Completed \pmain story, its doubtful youll enjoy these side 


PG16 (sexual situations 
on faphicinon-existent) 


Tako is a high school soccer player who found 
‘2 man who had collapsed on the street in the rain 
pet (Volume 01+) | rom mainutntion, alcohol and a 40-dagree fever. 

02.05) “Taking him home, the man finally woke up after 30 

Noyaiunrtnatey tho man s unble o speak 

J and so who he is remains a mystery. Letting him 

stay in his apartment unt ne is better, Takulo goes 
to School to train. Wil his kindness be rewarded or 
‘Sid Takuto help someone he shouldn't have? 


NOTE: fyou don't ke an inconclusive ending, 

~jeas BRONZE instead. It has a more satstying 
ending than Zetsual. Same story, writen & 
‘drawn by the same mangaka, wih a wholly 
BETTER ending (scaniating by Game Oven, 


‘Scanlating Quality:"O" for effort 


‘Those of us who have just discov- 
‘ered yaoi took for granted the high 
‘quality of the scans with which we've 
recently read. Reading Zetsuai's 2 
test of how interested you are as a 
yaoi fan and a test of the human 
Patience in general. The translation 
is barely "Engrish," choppy and awk 
ward. The scans themselves are 
sometimes blurry, sometimes robbed 
of ‘its tone and shades, andlor 
pivlated, This the MEDIEVAL time 
‘af yaoi and scanlation in general 
‘The transiation is good enough to get 
4a sense of the plot, but as | sai, 
barely Engrish, This is not to say 
that there weren't any prety turn of 
phrase because there are (some of 
Which Il input into my review of the 
series itself below)! My hope(?) (nat 
‘hat i matters to anyone), but 

someone would be extremely 
‘grateful should Obsession or any 
other group decide to redo this 
series! 

No one should be put-off reading 
Zotsuai just because the quality is 
fot what we're now used to! Thank 
you to all those who've worked on 
this -Re-chan, Ob-session staffs! 


My 2 cents: 


Do nota the quay ofthis scan- able fo lve anyone as Jove him.” 
lation’ deter "you from reading KO} was wing fo be manipulative, 
Zeteus Ths seres is ontely wor cruel and acts he folut eo people 
Hote spon siting and stgang at wouldnt reaize that Kot isn fact in 
the computer screen for hours on 10v6 wth a man. This is NOT so thal 
crc. you tha hard yacr, te pots Gen reputation as an iol would 
foryou. Ifyou tke comode yaoi the B® famished. but to protect the 
is not for you either, nor is it for those Privacy of his love. 

‘wo wants a hapey ending or com- 

plete love. If you haven't caught i 
Siready, Czaki sensei tied. ths 
manga - Zetsuai. Japanese-iterate 
that! am, ! Bebeve Zetsual theta, 
altides to the DESPERATE LOVE of 
Nanjo Kojiforizumi Taku. sa love 
that is extremely enthaling, biter 
sweet, and poignant 


is definitely not just a 
“sowner” You'l find the usual bouts 
of intemal turmois Koj went through 
tobe amusing allthe while wishing 
that izum would just tow a bone of 
affection Koj’ way. Youll also find 
ppeaiing the struggle Koj went 
{trough whenever tzumi lets his 
(quard down ana "emp" him, t's 
MANY, ifnt all has long wishes ‘hghly questionable of him when his 
for'an allconsuming love ike ths, ‘0ughis are As long as | dont] 
but sadly: One, some of us is not 2 disgust him...As long as / don't defile 
Guy. Two. we're not tzum Secretly im.” ut thsi all the while he was 
Sha desperatly fovng’tzumi Koy 'uching, fonding, kising, and 
wants to do anything and EVERY. molesting izumi in his stoop. As | 
THING in and beyond his abity just 88 saying, Zetsuais not THAT sori 
qo that um could be happy, “Aner of yaoi, But you can fel the passion 
Seeing tzumi devastated nmen he all fe same Though no in fact 
‘couldnt help tum win his soccer #. Koj had “violated (zum several 
match, Koj agonizes within himself times in [his] dreams...” You'll just| 
that" has] been ing for 16 years HAVE to read Zelsuai for yourset 
land so far nothing hae aver made ‘because my words cannat express to 
ini) feels] so impotent Now | YOU My ovn joy and sadness when 
[Tow that ud never be able tolove reading Zelsual again and again 
anyone as | love him.” Koj was 
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When first starting yaoi 3 
years ago(?),'ve had a hard 
time reading the scaniations 
just because | simply do not 
know with which’ program 
should | use to read! | even 
Went so far as to unzip the 
archive and open them one 
by one and view them 
through the interat Expiorer 
window!!! Sometimes there 
are as many as 20% 
windows open at once - one 
image each window. That is 
too much of a hassles. Ater 
tons of 


aot Tan » } 


Mus#- chau Accessories, 


searching on the net, | came across one extremely useful program which can read inside the zip archive itself! 
Later, when | fee like the speed of yaoi eleases aren't quite as fast enough, | sought out and studied Photot- 
shop to help with the releases. it's fun, but such a waste of time now that | thought of it 
‘A few months into my journey inta the yaoi world, | stumbled into a couple of yaoi OVAs!!! That started me 
on another search for a player that can play most types of codecs (OGMs for Mirage of Blaze & etc). With 
all those searching and collecting, 've came up with a list of 7 set of programs a yaoi fan must havel!! 
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Summary 


"Hitchia Academy iz an all-boy zchool for the zone of the rich and poverful, Kaden Somerset is a eenior 
there, and has been going there since he started school. His best friend is the young and intelligent, 
yet very Immature, Professor Kurt Kruez, 


‘A new senior has arrived at the school, in the form of blond and tan Endor Mflite, Endor is not very 
Used to the cold climate of Hitchia, but has to go there after having problems with his last school, Tt 
seemed that his favorite hobby wasn't too appreciated by the administration, 


After watching Professor Kruez give a moment of affection to Kaden, Endor has decided that he wants 
2 bit of fun, and starts a chain reaction of revealed secrets, loves, lusts and goals that touch nearly 
every aspect of the vaunted halls of Hitchia.' 


Character Summary 


Itchia acaderny. ¢ midnight blue hair 
that Is wild, looks like he just woke up every time you zee him. his eyer are black. He lz muscular, at 
he works out very often, He is the only son of a very wealthy man. The Somerset family iz very poverful 
and feared, but Kaden is a very kind-hearted soul. 


the tropics famous for its diamonds, 

spend some time off the Island, and enrolled him in Hitchia, He desperately ris 

friends, Rude and brash until you get to know him, then he's az loyal as they come, He's rather 
accustomed to living like a prince with a tutor and servants, 20 dorm room life iz hard on him, 


+ Kurt Kreuz: The youngest teacher at Hitchia, Kruez still acts sixteen, He has long brown hair that he 
ties back in a pony-tail during clazs only because he's made to. He teaches advanced mathematics, 
though you couldn't tell how smarthe was from the way he acts. Not much 

but everyone assumes that it was light and happy from his sunny attitude, 


The Story 


Life was fairly easy for zomeone like Kaden Somerset, His family was rich and powerful, and wasn't 
afraid to use any of their resources. This included using any low-down, dirty trick they knew, and were 
uilling to learn, The Somersets were as feared as they were well-known, An advantage that everyone 
In the family took hold of. 


Kaden, on the other hand, was a decent human being. Unlike the rest of his family, he actually went 
ut to help people, He liked to keep his friends close, not his enemies. Not that he had any enemies, 
‘Thare ware people that didn't like him much, however, Most of the students at the all-male Hitchia 
Academy were also from powerful families, and they all seemed to have a certain way to act, Snotty 
and stuck-up seemed to be the notm in such 2 society. 


But the undathanded ways of the families of Hitchia was not for Kaden, He preferred to be more of 
‘ani. upright citizen. This got him several glares from other students. Even the under classmen 
Seemed to despise him. No one really did anything to him; he was ignored more often than not, even 
when he tried to help his fellow classmates. 
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‘The teachers, on the other hand, loved the unusual boy. They were not as tainted as the children, as most 
of them were not from big families: some of them were just trying to make it by, Kaden helped most of 
them as much as he could, staying after classes to dean, help grade papers, and other various jobs, 


‘The semester was a month from over You could tell by the colder temperatures outside that winter vas soon 
to come, Most of the boys were spending their time inside their dorms, huddling in the heat of their rooms, 
Kaden himself liked sports, so he would work out to varm himself up. 


‘The zun was eating early, dimming the light in the zmall dassroom. Kaden continued to grade papers off 
of an answer guide, paying no attention to anything around him. Ear phones were stuck in his ears as he 
listened to his MP3 player, blasting rock music. He pushed a strand of vild midnight blue hair out of his face, 
only ta have it fall back in front of his sight. He sighed, closing his black eyes briefly, He was tired, but he 
wouldn't let that get to him. The professor was counting on him, so he had to finish soon. 


threshold, expecting his teache Instead he sav a boy his age, small in stature with 
messy bland halk His blue eyes were wide, frantically looking around the empty classroom, his eyes falling 
fon Kaden for no more than a split second, 


"Professor?" the boy asked frantically. He finally laid eyes on Kaden and stayed, "You!" he accused, pointing 
1a finger at the other boy, "Where Is the professor!?" 


Kaden, clueless as to what vas going on and vho the other male vas, stared blankly atthe blond. "What?" 
was the only word that came out of his mouth, 


‘The blond rolled his eyes. “Are you deaf or just stupid? I'll talk slover for you.” He made strange gestures 
with his hands in a mockery of sign language. “Where is? The? Pro-fes-s0r?” 


Kaden blinked back at him, “I got itthe first time,” he replied. “I think he's gone forthe day, He may have 
stopped by the lounge first, though.” 


“You've got to be kidding me!" the smaller boy exclaimed. “He told me to drop off this paper this evening, 
and he's not aven here to take it? This suck 


‘As he ranted, Kaden took the time to try to recall if he'd ever seen this boy around on campus, His mind 
drew a blank; it would hav this kid among the snobs 
that populated Hitchia Academy. 


“Well, if it's today's quiz, I'm grading them right now, Maybe he wanted you to leave it with mi 


Blue eyes blinked back at him, confuzed. “With you?” Calmed, he handed Kaden hi paper. “Why are you 
stuck here grading? Are you some suck up?” 


Kaden had to laugh at that. Obviously, he was new if he hadn't heard of “Kaden the kiss Ass” from the other 
students, The teazing and contempt really didn't bother him that much, though. He juet liked being helpful. 
He loaked down at the paper he just received. Endor Mflite war the name at the top. He'd never graded 3 
paper with that name before, 


“You're new here then. I'm Kaden Somerset. Nice to meet you, Endor I'll be sure to grade your paper next, 
20 you don't have ta worry about it anymor 


“Yeah, well.” Endor looked ayay, at a loze for words. Evan though he burst into the room rudely, this Kaden 
wae still polite to him, He waz even smiling. It waz a strange change from the chilly reception he had been, 
given the whole week, Hie family var a powerful business dynasty from the tropics, and living there mast 
of his life gave his skin a near constant tan, For some reazon, that put off some of the clazz enobs even 
more than coming from a place most hadn't heard of Already he hated the upcoming change of the 
weather, and just leaving his dorm ta endure chills of all kinds made him quite grumpy, So meeting Kaden, 
waz a bit of a shock to him, 


“Thank you,” he finally managed to say. “I guess I'll be seeing you around then.” He made his way to the 
door before turning and running out, hearing Kaden's goodbye as he rounded the comer 
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Kaden returned to his grading. What 2 strange guy, he thought. But he seamed rather decent, He couldn't 
help but make note of what time Endor's class was with this professor. It was right before lunch, Perhaps 
Endor wouldn't mind doing lunch tomorrow after class. 


It only took Kaden thirty more minutes to finish grading the papers. With 2 great sigh of relief, he put the 
grade on the last paper and moved it over to the ‘graded’ stack. He quickly took up the giant pile and put 
it ina drawer in the teacher's deck, Kaden scootad back from the desk, stretching his arms and legs, When, 
he felt that the kinks were vorked out of his joints, he stood up for the first time in what felt like hours. 


Kaden picked up his MP3 player off the desk and put it in his breast pocket as he made his way out of the 
room. He walked a bit faster than normal towards his dorm. He could not wait to get back to his room, where 
he could shed the annoying white school uniform and play on his computer 


tis music stl blasting in hs ear, Kaden did not hear someone behind tim inthe alls, He continued to 
Ignorant of the presence as he went doun tvo flights of stairs towards the main floor. It vas only when 
Re Wav tackled fore behing thet he realized someone wat talng hire 


‘As Kaden cried out as he was falling to the floor, he at least had enough reaction time to put his arme out 
and make the fall less painful. He lay on the floor for a moment, groaning in pain. He only cushioned his 
fall, he could not fully pratact his forehead from the Impact. His mind only briefly registered that there was 
a weight on his back, 


“what the,,,2" he mumbled out, rubbing his forehead as he began to get up. 
"Ka eden" voiced the weight on top of him. 
Kaden let himself gently go back to the floor, sighing az he went down. "Damn it, Kruez..." he grumbled, 


He raised himself up again, this time with more force, throwing the other body off of him. He glared at the 
young man that rolled off of hiz back and onto the tle next to him. "Let's try pretending for once, Just once, 


that you're the teacher and I'm just your student, like how we're supposed to act, Would that be okay?" 


Kruez gat up quickly, most of his dishevellad long brovn hair staying in front of his hazel eyes, If it was tied 
back like it normally was during class, it wouldn't have been a problem, but when school was over, he let hie 
halr free, He smiled widely at Kaden, almost looking like a fox. "But, Kaden, we're best of friends! How could 
Tever act like that?” He reached over and hugged Kaden as the other boy finally sat up, "Besides, if you 
wanted to act like that, you should be calling me ‘Professor’ 


Kaden sighed again. "Ugh, whatever am I going to do with you, Professor Kruez...?" 


‘The energetic older man grinned even wider, squeezing Kaden's waist tight, “I dunno, join me for a nightly 
stroll or something? That was the whole point of stopping you, after al.” 


“You nearly gave me concussion ust to azk me to valk with you?” While Kaden vag uzedto such behavior 
from Kruez, It never failed to surprise him what twists of logic he used to justify it, Oh well, it sure beat his 
attempt to Invite Kaden to play water gun battle with him last cummer It tock days for the carpet in hie 
dorm roorn to dry out. 


‘The day was long enough, and Kaden was feeling the need for a litle alone time. Extracting himself from 
the professor's arms, he said, “Look, I can't tonight. I'm tired and I just got finished grading Professor 
Nebits! quizzes, so I just want to go back to my room, okay?” 


Kruez's face turned up into an adorable pout. “Aww, why'd you spend all that time working with those stuffy 
old history papers when you could have been hanging out with me?” 


“and grading your math papers?” 


“OF course! It would have been 2 lot more fun with me, Kaden!” Kruez grabbed Keden's arm and proceeded 
to half walk, half drag his student tovards the dorms. “At least let me walk you to your dorm. What are 
friends for? You can tell me all about your winter vacation plans, and they'd better be different than last, 
year's.” 
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“what was wrong with last year’s? T visited my father for 2 week and then came back to help you and the 
other professors,” Tt waz the same thing he'd been doing every winter vacation since he started at Hitchia, 
Tt wasn't like he didn’t vant to spend more time with his father, the man was just so busy running the 
business world az the great Me Somerset that Kaden’: choice: were limited to hanging around a mostly 
‘empty mansion for the rest of his vacation, or returning to school At least at school, he could be useful 


Kruez faked a yavn ith his other hand. “Boooorring! You know that some of your classmates are planning 
2 ski trip this year and I know you love to ski, You should go.” 


“Wow, because I don't get ignored and gossiped about enough during regular school hours. No thanks.” 


“come on, Kaden, itl be your last winter vacation here, at least try to go out and have some fun They 
were at the door to the dorm, and Kruez let go of Kaden's arm and fixed him with a serious look, It was a 
are time when the jovial professor vould actually look hiz age, and it only came out when he was 
concerned. “Think about it at least. Don't let the rest of this bunch keep you from some really good 
memories, okay?" At Kaden’s nod, the serious mask promptly broke and Kruez patted his cheek, “That's a 
good boy, Kaden: 1'll see you tomorrow!” With a sly peck on the other cheek, Professor Kruez dashed away, 
Taughing manically at Kaden's shout of outrag: 


He blushed straight to the roots of his hair as he looked left and right for any sign of someone witnessing 
that moment of affection, The last thing he needed was a charge of sexual harassment to befall elther he 
or his friend, Kruez didn't seem too worried about that possibility though, and kept being affectionate to his 
young friend despite his spluttering protests, 


Satisfied thathe was truly alone in the now chilly dark, he took a deep calming breath of autumn air before 
entering the dorm, det 


Endor watched out of his window at the midnight hai Boredom and 
Insomnia had brought him to the glazs, and he was somewhat entertained with the show in front of him, He 
had not expected anyone outside this time of the day. Most people were already in their dorms, doing their 
homework, Othars ware somevhere in the nearby town, finding things to do to keep them entertained, 


Endor wondered if the student and professor had any sort of relationship. It would not seam that 
Improbable, Professor Kruez was very young, only a few years younger than most of the 

not seem wrong for a renior to fall for a youthful and attractive man, but it would definitely not be allowed 
by the administration, 


‘The blond watched his fellow clazsmate's reaction to the kiss, noticing the obvious blush on the younger 
man, He smirked at this, 


Endor was a bit of an unusual character. He liked to study people, watch what made ther squirm, what 
made them change in their personality, even for a moment. Sometimes he would even act out on his 
desires to see others uncomfortable, to the point others claimed he was sadistic. This little fact got him 
kicked out of his last private school, along with a little brutal attention to a fellow student, 


‘The blue-eyed zenior grinned slightly. He vondered how he could make the other student squirm withaut 
being directly involved, and getting in trouble again. He couldn't get kicked out of another school, without 
getting into a lot of trouble, 


With a emile, the cage and gears started to tum in his head az Endor began to think up a plan. 


Tobe continued... 


Competition time!!! 


Okay, you've read the first chapter and have been introduced to some of the characters, now it's 
your turn to get in on the action at the Hitchia Academy! This original BL story is looking for a title 
and we want YOU to come up with it. The entries will be voted on by the authors of the story and the 
Person who suggests the winning title will receive some gorgeous BL posters, kindly donated by 
Aarinfantasy mod, NOrth_S34. So what are you waiting for?? 


Yami MO [AATSUEI 


‘Yami no Matuel Is a classic in the true meaning of the word. Long before yaol was even a word 
rolling on our tongues, there was the story of the handsome gods of death passing between 
worlds, to escort the souls of the dying and the reluctant to the land of beyond. They romanced 
friends and enemies on the way, in unbelievable settings and by way of plot twists that had every 
fangir!'s Imagination going wild with possibilities. This is such an important and well-known title in 
the whole of Boy's Love genre, that hardly anyone notices how/little yaol or even shounen-al there 
actually Is, In the manga. 


JuOhCho Is an organization in the land of afterife (Melfu) 
that handles the judgment of deceased souls. Like any 
other Institute, JuOhCho has different sections and 
‘employees who work in those various departments. Yami 
no Matsuel isthe story of the trials and misfortunes of one 
of these office workers called Tsuzuki Asato, a shinigami, 
(god of death) who works for the summoning department. 
Gleefully clumsy and adorably clueless Tauzuki, is passed 
around from partner to partner (due to the rule that] 
‘shinigami have to work in pairs), until he ends up with one] 
Kurosaki Hisoka, a determined, no-nonsense boy whose) 
human form passed away at the age of 16. The story 
follows the odd pair ‘go through the ups and downs] 
of getting along and face different challenges{{from} 
escorting dead souls reluctant to depart the living|world) 
to going up against the sadistic doctor MurakiMfe) 
frightening serial killer with whom both shinigami[share]a} 
personal and mysterious history. 


KITTYCOUNTESS 


EDITED BY MIKO 
LAYOUT BY AARIN 


Premise (0/10) 


‘The premise of Yami no Matsuel is one of the most intriguing of any 
manga I've seen or read, The idea of death gods waking up every 
moming and going to work lke us, having to fil reports, attend 
meetings and fall asieep behind their desks is infinitely amusing. If 
that’s not enough, the author has seasoned the idea with a cast of 
‘amazingly colorful characters and additional tidbits. There's the 
castle of candies where every human being's Wife is represented by 
‘a candle that would go out once that soul passes on, and a book 
Where the names of the deceased are written automatically. A 
restaurant in Kyoto is also featured. Its a secret brothel in truth, but 
beneath that lurk even more secrets which would make one’s hair 
stand on end. Tthe main character's mysterious past is intricately 
tied to the color of his irises and his partner who wears the scars of, 
his past life — iterally, in the form of a web of runic symbols on his 
body. Regardiess of which angie you look at it from, Yami no 
Matsuei has something captivating to offer. 


Characters (10/10) 


In terms of character development, hardly any manga comes close 
to the quality and complexity of Yami no Matsuei. There are no less 
than § beautiful males in this title - each with their unique personality 
tat end powers. Whats mor, you can chthguih between them by 
the color of their eyes, hair and cloth sume they each 
represent part of the yaoi fantasy that the slo write! ooo 
‘must share. But at the same time, they are interesting as individual 
characters - especialy the main hero Tsuzuki, and the main villain, 
‘Muraki. They both cover the entire spectrum of heroic and villainous 
traits of a character wheel respectively making them both perfect in 
their good and evil roles. Adding to that, the fact that almost 
everyone in the series has a tragic past (shinigami had once been 
humans themselves who have died either tragically or with 
something unfinished in their lives.) it makes up for one colorful, 
fascinating cast. 


(6/10) 


Even though the premise of Yami no Matsuel is one of the best the 
actual story doesn't always live up to it. Although the back stories of 
the main characters are the main attractions of the manga they are 
mostly left aside in favor of side stories and bit characters. Most of 
these side stories ike the one on the Queen Camellia ship in volume 
3, oF the ghostly inn in volume 6, are convoluted, confusing and 
include uninteresting and sometimes initating characters. itis only 
when the mangaka shifts focus to the main characters and their 
dilemmas (ike when Tsuzuki and Hisoka have to deal with Dr. 
Muraki's molestations) does the story resonate with its audience. It 
is a8 if the creator is dancing around the issue, unsure and afraid to 
delve into the shounen-ai aspect of her manga in fear of alienating 
her audience. Perhaps she uses these trivial side plots just to drop 

(Vi Of the BL instead of fully diving into the subject. 


Art (7/0) 


‘The art in Yami varies slightly from chapter to chapter. The mangaka 
has an impressive talent in drawing the characters and 
‘environments. However the arrangement of the panels and the way 
things are put together doesn't always work well. Half way into 
volume 8 the height of the conflict ~ the images become so 
confusing that it Is really hard to follow what is happening in the 
story. l only have read the manga up to this volume so | don't know 
how the art progresses after volume 8. However, Matsushita Yoko 
doesn't fall to treat her readers with beautiful images of the 
characters against compelling backgrounds ever so often and 
‘should be given props for that. 


Set 


Overall (85/10) 


‘Yami no Matsuel is a must read for every yaoi fan. It should 
not be categorized as yaoi. I's mild shounen-al at best but it 
is one ofthe first to includes a male villain openly perusing a 
‘male hero - a fantasy alive in the minds and writings of many 
2 female fan of anime and TV shows ever since the earliest 
days of fanfiction. Yami no Matsui gives this fantasy a shape 
and form that is as beautiful as the dreamlike images of Meifu 
with its constant spring. The manga is licensed by Viz and 
available in bookstores and online. if you are new to the BL 
community and want to be a well versed and not miss one of 
the infamous classics in the genre, this is one ofthe titles you 
definitely have to get. If you are an old chum like myself, you 
‘need to stil get this manga to reminisce the good old days 
‘and make your collection complete. 


Sesiaion GFaw: 
SMEXY BASTARDS 


A VERY PASSIVE 
GROUP WORKING WITH 
NO TIME CONSTRAINT, 
Our MAIN Focus 15 

TO SPREAD THE LOVE 


OF YAor MANGAS AND RIBOSE. 
BL Noves. / 


SMEHY BASTARDS 


Target, to be the 
world’s greatest hero! 


Ina peaceful farmland country, there 
+ lived @ prince Canaan who yerned for 
* adventures. Together with his personal 
bodyguard Celeste, the ultimate 

* adventure awaits”! 
Guilds, dungeons, and... Hot springs!? 
Based on the ever so popular BL RPG 
* game made by Alice Blue, Oujisama Lvl 9 y 


Tell us how you started doing this 


| got Involved with scantation in 2004, translating 3 
few chapters and. distributing them onan 

forum I was a part of They were teally lous 
edit quality was truly cringe-worthy, an 


back at the translations now, they weren't 
great elther! But | met Kalendel rom Storm In 
Heaven there and she Rad's lot of good advice to 
share. 


apes. in ently March 


of us formed DokIDOK! together 


) 


members? 


How many stai 


Most people are surprised when we tell them. They 
seem ‘to think we've got s amall- army of people 
working In the group... but we've actually one of the 
Smallest groups out there sta-wise 


ve one translator (Japanese-> English}, one 

ne scanner, 4 full-time editors, and $ oF 
time editors Me aad mono do double 
Scanning, coding, QCing and. handling the 


uty 
Emalisitorums: 


t-timers come and go... and occasionally we'll lose 
none full-timer, but we've fed more than 
ple on the staff 


What are the factors that help you decide whether or not your group will take on a 


specific project? 


DokiDok n't Justa BL-only group. So ou 
can beat Ree 


Projects » 


chosen by the founders, the scanners, 
an ug gested or donated p 

the group. We tend not to choose ‘on the 
basis that they'll be popular: or limit ourselves 
eicltsively 1 spect gens of suse, Same of the 
most enjoyable discoveries come from teadi 
Something that-you didn't think to try Before. We 
know that we don't like just one kind of story or one 
artist, s0 there's no point in even trying to focus oF 
Timit'‘the ‘group to appeal to a cookie-cutter 
audience that doesn't actually exist 


The works speaks for themselves. We hope that 
having a wide variety available encourages people 
to experiment with titles or genres they might not 
otherwise 


Try Chil's Sweet Home, If you're not suckered, you 
have no heart! iP 


What qualities are necessary for a person to become one of your team members? 


We do have pretty strict deadlines, Sometimes people shirt them, but usvally they're honored and stuff Is 
no more than a week late (if not early). So | suppose speed ls important. if it takes you mare than three 
weeks Co edit a chapter, Doki's probably not the group for you a”: 


Sut | guess the mast important quality Is that you're 3 friendly person who loves manga and the pracess of 
scanlation. Only people who enjoy what they do and keep coming back to get ew projects every week 


People who aren't enjoying themselves wander of quickly 


hobby, not their job. 


Right now we have an AMAZING group of people on staf. 


everyone appreciates them az much se we do 


Py eee 


So we try to keep in mind that this Is everyone's 


Without them, NOTHING happens. So we only hope 


(continued on next page) 


Frewailed & 


Unterview with DokiDoki continued) 


What Is the average timeframe that It 
normally takes to complete and release a 
project? 


It depends on how many projects are inthe pipeline st 
the time and how fast the editors are. Transfations for 

volume ate usually done in anywhere from a few days 

week: With a fast egitor (2 la Yatteraneezel, we 
release 3 series weekly... but other series tend to 
vor 2 chapters a month. If we have more transie- 
tlons than editors or if an editor of a particular serles 
Gisappears (which happens more than we'd like AM.) 
then Series’ can stall for much longer 


Ifthe machine Is running smoothly, we can produce 7 
or a chapters a week. 


How do you feel that activities such as 
Scanlating and sharing these beautiful 
works affect. the future of the 
genre/industry? 


Well, the ultimate point of scaniation is to raise 
awaleness of Japanese manga that might not other 
wise be teadable to an English-speaking audience, We 
Sincerely hope that our scanlations inspire readers to 
9°, cut’ and. buy the Japanese versions ftom 
Amazon.co.|p, Kinakunlys, ete. Then atthe end of the 
ay, we've hoping at least of our titles are licensed for 
Commercial distribution In the USA. 


a license in the US means Incentive to 
Tor more work fom a particu 

thor in Japan. A lot of out favorite authors are 
‘galing to make thelt way inthe Japanese publish- 
fenm and It would be absolutely wonderful If we 
id contribute in boosting theit careers by proving 
jone that the International world wants to s0e 


ike to think we're helping them out... we're 
certainly trying tol 


Can you give a beginner (scanlation 
group/drawer) any advice? 


JOIN ANOTHER GROUP FIRSTIIT 


There are so many wonderful groups out there who 
can't make ends meet of keep enough staff to continue 

joducing scaniations. it's a shame to see 30 many 
Sew groups popping up and then fading quickly for 
Tuck “of experience while the older groups, we 
remember fondly struggle and die out 


So before you start your own group, try to find a place 
for yourself in one that already exists". Not only will 
you learn about scantation from those who are experl= 
Unced, you'll be helping the fandom as 2 ualt 


If you still want your own group after a 6 month stint 
learning under another, THEN start to pursue it. But 
Aeep in mind that you're starting 2 GROUP, not a 
one-man ‘egu-ttip. Ne one wants to work under a 
ponce. So be kind to your staf and they'll be kind to 
you 


I think the one bit of advice EVERYONE In, fandom 
heeds most is don't take it too seriously. It's all for 
fan in the end. If you take It too much to heart, you 
WON'T have fon. You'll burn out so fast your 


mt 


NOTHING MUCH EVER 
HAPPENED IN THIS SMALL TOWN, 
BUT I LOVED THE GLOW OF THE 

< HORIZON AT DAWN 


THOUGH AT-THE TIME, T 
DIDN'T. KNOW WHAT LAY 
a BEYOND IT 


|) AND THE HORIZON WAS 
STILL SO FAR AWAY 


AN 


FARAWAY 
BY HINODE HEIM 
TSBN4-8252-1783-7 


TOMO LONGS TO GET THE HELL OUT OF THE SMALL TOWN WHERE HIS LIFE 
SEEMS TO BE STAGNATING, BUT THE FARTHEST HE CAN GET IS THE HILL 
OVERLOOKING IT. CONSTANTLY LOOKING TO THE HORIZON, HE HARDLY 
NOTICES THAT HIS TICKET OUT MIGHT BE ANOTHER BOY STUCK INSIDE. 


WE HOPE YOU'VE ENJOYED THIS AARINFANTASY EXCLUSIVE SHORT PREVIEW - 
WATCH DOKIDOKI'S WEBSITE, HTTP-//ARAGAMILORG FOR UPDATES OF THIS TITLE 
AND OTHER'S LIKE IT IN THE FUTURE! 


TRANSLATION/SCANS/QC: TSURARA 
EDITS: ARTEPHILIS 


Interview 


http://ob-session.org 


>awith Beleth 
‘What are the factors that help you 
‘to decide whether or not your group 
will take on a specific project? 

First of al, if any of the main staff likes the 
‘manga.we dot. Then we look fr yurmy 
‘mangas, hotdipery, we try to pick mangas 
‘of all kinds. so we can have 
‘more.readers. 

Sometimes people offer themselves to 
‘translate a specific manga so they give us 
the scans and al and we cant refuse, we 
‘want to make people happy *0* 


How many staff members? 
‘Let's say..50-60 with all the Spanish & 
English people, 


‘What were the main obstacles your 
‘group had to overcome when you 
Initially began? 

| was litle baby by then Tol til wasn’t 
Inthe group. 


What are the major challenges you 
face at this stage? Are there new 
challenges that have presented 
themselves following the success of 
your Scanlation group? 

Fight row, more than if issues (that we 
have all the time “olt) the lack of 
Japanese translators makes things very 
compleated. 


How do you feel that activities such 
as scanlating and sharing these 
beautiful works affect the future of 
the genre/industry? 

| think it's great...as long as they don’t 
license projects we are working 090. 


‘What isthe average timeframe that it 
normally takes to complete and 
release a project? 

‘Mmm, depends on the time the 
‘vansators & editors take, usually 
‘between 35 weeks tits ready to release. 


What qualities are necessary for a 
person to become one of your team 
‘members? 
‘Allthe people that wants to join outgroup 
12s to do Some test to see if they good 
‘enough. sometimes (editors mainly) have 
‘to re-do things all over and over again 
so.they need not to hate people who help 
‘them improve and correct them all the 
>.>; they must be nice people too 3 
obviously ke hot yurnmy-y20 


fyaclruler@irc.irchighway.net (english) 
syaoiruler-gspe@irerchighway-net (espanol) 


with Odsessdon 


=] 


rS 
‘Nica 
hitp://clubbox.co.kr/obsesion 


Disesséon is one of the oldest 
Yaoi scanlation groups. Since we 
Know that everyone has different 
taste, we strive to offer the widest 
tion possible: hardcore 
lemons, romantic tear-jerkers, 
charming shounen ai, wide-eyed 
shota, tales of eple fantasy and 
Our staff puts thelr best effort Into 
bringing you. High Guallty 
scanlatons with the best translating 
and editing 
We also LOVE to chat 


t anime 
ete. So don't 
us in our ire 


channels! *kisses* 


>>with Mayu 
Have you ever thought of closing the 
group? 
Yes, but my friends wouldn't let_me. 
iaughs™ 


‘There was a period where your 
releases were not as regular (a couple 
years ago?), would you be willing to 
tell us what happened? 
Mmmmmb, next question please. 


‘Are the original founders still with the 
froup? What are their past and 
‘current aliases? 
Yes, and well, | think this year we kind of 
reborn, $0 | consider ocha and bel a 
founders as well. 


How is it that recently you are able to do 
‘a weekly Mondays releases? 
Because we are working a beasts. 


Does any of the Obsession staff 
members keep/store ALL of Obsession 
releases? 

Not realy, Bel, Ocha and | have all of them, 
bout el has all the raws stored, since our 
INET connections are not that ‘great’. 


Does any of your staffs put scanlating 
before work or school? 
No, actually when they have exams they tell 
Us and we give them all the time they need 
‘tp study oF work on their projacts and then 
‘they return, no problema. 


>>with o-chan 

Aside from your own scanlations, 
which other group would you say has 
the best collection of scanlations? 
Dithcut ne? 

| admire ShoujoMagic and Omanga (shoujo 
& Shounen) they are into scanlations for 
more years than us (that | can 
remember)..and you see all those projects? 
‘massive. It's very difficult t0 coordinate 
such a huge staff and projects 


Can you give a beginner (scanlation 
‘group/drawer) any advise? 

Patience, patience and more patience, Each 
step you make is to improve the quality of 
what you are offering to the others. And 
‘lways pay attention of what people have to 
sy, many times It shows you what you can't 
‘see from your position *inside® the group, 


How do you see the yaoi landscape in 
the future? 

Very promising..magine what happened in 
only S years (since massive Gravitation 
{anime in 2001). | guess in another 5 ye 
well have more graphic/mild yao! ovas & 
‘anime than shoujo ones! *LOL. 


Tell us how did you started doing this. 
ong story. it all started with a friend 
showing. me Gravitation (frst months of 
2001). | discovered yaoi/shounen-al and fell 
In love with it. Kept downloading yaoi stut, 
‘lL saw *Fsh inthe trap*. | wanted to know 
1 there was a manga of It..then | came 
‘across Desperate-Love ic channel (at that 
time named Zetsuai). There | joined D.Lstaf, 
and also met Mayu and other girs, 
Sometime later, | met Mayu again (at that 
time she had her own group) and joined 
Obsession. And there is where everything 
started "snes, 


From where have you acquired your 
raw source for manga? Was it difficult 
for you to acquire them (the raws)? 
‘Nope. Staff members buy mange and we 
scanlate them, and also people that like how 
we work emails us offering ther titles so we 
‘an work on them! What is dificult to find 
are Japanese Translators! (with Kanji 
knowledge *snifies*), 


How do you manage your forum (for 
Obsession)? Is there any distinct team 
aside from the scanlation team? 

In the forum everyone is equa. We all post 
and love to write everything we think about 
everything you can Imaginel, And there we 
also have direct links, torrents and ete. ofall 
our releases! 


Savi; he Evolution of a Subculture 


ritte M 
en by: Miko 


Meer ona society i wing to sccep his act, homoerctsm has 
deep and intriguing roots in human culture. The evidence exists for allo 
‘see in countless expressions of art and literature. 


During Japan's Tokugawa era (1603-1868), a form of theatrical drama called 
Nanshoku became very popular. One of the brightest stars in this arena was 
{playwright named Monzaemon Chikamatsu. Known as the “Japanese 
Shakespeare", he wrote several dramas featuring romantic adventures and 
misadventures between males. One of these dramas was the tale of the 
merchant Hanbel, a former Samurai — who faces the tasks of selecting the 
‘most suitable lover for his younger brother, the inexperienced Samurai 
Koshichird. Hanbei requires that the lover selected be as a brother to 
Koshichiré. He must be loyal to the point of commiting seppuku (ritual 
suicide) with Koshichirs, f necessary. In the end, Hanbei rejects several 
noblemen, selecting instead a commoner named Koichibel - because his 
heart was the most sincere. 


Sadly, Nanshoky had become a dying art in the early 20th century. By then, 

with the introduction of pretentious Wester ideologies of morality to 

Japanese culture, Nanshoku had evolved into what was generally perceived we } 
io be an infamous subculture ful of lurid tales of male/male erotic practices. 

Nanshoku and the acceptance of homosexuality were repressed ~ but not 

effectively. In the 20th century, the concept ofthe bishounen stil remained 

popular, desirable even. 


‘Around this time, manga emerged as the reigning 
‘champion of popular art form. The gender variant 
themes of Japanese literature and drama carved a niche 
within this genre. By the early 1970's, female manga 
artists were becoming increasingly popular, with the 
rising sales of mangas. 


‘Artists such as Keiko Takemiya were among the first to 
spin out complex shojo manga with definite male 
homoerotic themes with, for example, Kaze to ki no uta 
(The Song of the Wind and the Trees). 


‘Although the term “Yaoi’, derived from the Japanese 
phrase WWIEL. FFL. BekEL ( yama nashi, 
‘ochi nashi, imi nashi ), meaning *no climax, no punch 
line, no meaning” — was originally coined to describe 
badly drawn doujinshi, it has evolved into a word 
‘encompassing all homoerotic incarnations of anime and 
manga. Yaoi is anything but meaningless. The storylines 
feature complex characters and richly fascinating plots. 


‘Serge & Gilbert ~ “Kaze to ki no uta” 


tee b. 


HK, fect example is Reiko Yoshihara's novel Ai no Kusabi 
(Wedge of Interval), first published in various magazines in the 
1980's, which was published as a full length novel in 1990 and the 
‘anime DVD is reported as having been published in Tokyo in 2003. 
The story is based on an all male love triangle - set in a futuristic 
world where the separation of classes has resulted in a seemingly 
insurmountable societal rift. This story is Science Fiction and Yaoi 
Itis a complex love story rife with cruelty, betrayal, madness and 
sacrifice. More than that, Aino Kusabi is a sidelong critique of the 
issues currently facing human society 


‘The artwork has greatly improved beyond the publication of Sanami 
Matoh’s Fake mangas and anime, which featured a well-written and 
intriguing plot and loveable characters — but not exactly stellar 
artwork. 


No longer limited to any gender, age-group, or culture ~ Yaoi "Aino Kusabl 
‘creators have discovered a winning formula: a great plot, beautiful 
artwork, fan service. ..and more fan service in the form of stunningly 
beautiful and complex, even twisted boys. Yaoi fans go for the 
adorable, the exquisite, and sometimes, the dark. It is combining 
the best of several worlds - including but not limited to romance, 
horror, mystery, intrigue, fantasy, with the homoerotic twist of flavor. 
‘Over the past decade, Yaoi manga artists and anime producers 


have been chuming out such well received gems as Maki 
Murakami’s Gravitation, Riho Sawaki and Yuzu Tsutae's Sukisyo, 
‘Shoko Hamada's Mirage of Blaze and Yun Kouga's Loveless. 


world, particularly teenagers. The intermet has become the most 
Important medium for sharing 
Yaol-related media and discussing 
works, as well as allowing young 
‘and aspiring writers to delve into 
the genre. This growing trend is a 
tangible indication of the positive 
development of human society in 
‘general. Perceptions and attitudes 
‘are changing. Tolerance and 
equality ate becoming words of 
the day. Yaoi fans are many in 
number, passionate - and are 
steadily changing the world 


Sa ‘Sanami Matoh’s Fake “Bad Luck" - Gravitation 


Yaoi coun 


‘Yaoi Con 2005 Report & Pictures by 
kittycountess 
Edited by: Miko / Layout: Aarin 


Yaoi Con 2005 was held at Westin Millbrae 
hotel, San Francisco from October 28th-30th 
2005. Here, kittycountess (Tessa) shares 
her experiences of the convention. 


CFemetimes i takes me a while to make up my mind 

shad erat siodd sao eve be We we Yee 
‘con 2005 came around. | believe it was nearly October when 
jatany dotbed ton soy meres fey couse ek 
inane Baws onaieyg lave hr Conede and Sen 
Francisco is quite a distance and $400 worth of plane ticket 
trey fonts Botan hod wend stared he aol ont 
Snel 2008 eal pean earache drat ol rani rese 
rey mieten voted carte ash 


Unfortunately because | was late, both hotels designated for 
the con were full and since | didn't want to fork out another 
wad of cash to book a room elsewhere | ended up staying at 
my uncle's house during my trip to the con, There were a 
‘number of pros and cons to this arrangement. The pro was 
that I could kill two birds with one stone and go to the Yao! 
con as well as visit my uncle and his family whom I hadn't 
Seen in a while. The downside however totally outweighed 
this advantage. 


Here was the problem: The convention was at the Westin 
Bayshore and Clarion hotels in the outskirts of San 
Francisco while my uncle's house was in Los Altos Hills, 
further south, quite a bit of distance away from the hotels 
This meant that | needed a ride everyday from his place to 
the con and back and since they had kids it also meant | 
couldn't stay at the con later than 6:00 pm or I'd be stranded 
there for the night 


‘And that, my friends, is the story of why | missed some of the 
‘most important events of the Yaoi con 2005, namely the 
Bishounen Bingo and the Bishounen Auction. If you are here 
looking for a second by second description of any of those 
events sorry to disappoint you. | will in any case give a quick 
summary on what happened from what | heard from 
someone who was lucky to attend those events, but you 
‘won't be hearing anything about my own experience there, 
and certainly nothing too detailed. 


Saturday moming my uncle dropped me off at Westin and | 
‘walked in with my “Bishounen Hunter” T-shirt and neko ears 
and tail. It wasn't too long after | got the registration done 
and my badge hooked to my shirt that | lost the tail in the 
hustle and jostle of the crowd. First place | went was the 
most obvious one: the Dealers Room. And holy goodness, 
what a crowd. There were many merchants there, from 
Tokyopop to DMP and a lot of goodies changing hands. | 
figured | would pass some time unti the first panel | wanted 
to attend started, but that room ended up being the one 
Place | spent most of my time during my visit to the 


mentor 
poo |e 


5 
Freemeone dit ow the reerence they probably would have 
been batfied by the number of times they would see the images of a 
‘com cob in the vicinity of the room. From T-shirt prints to the actual 
thing, com was everywhere. Of course those of us who knew the 
reference got some good humor out of it. Once I was passing by a 
boot and saw this African American bishie in a bathrobe sitting on a 
mattress. | was about to ask who he was supposed to represent 
When | saw the com cub and the bottle of whiskey lying next to him 
‘on the ground and lost all coherent speech, tuming seven shades of 
pink. | did end up taking a lot of pictures with him though because he 
ended up being a very open and insistent (not to mention sexy) indi- 
vidual 


Next | went to the panel. I'm not going to mention which one (the 
panelist might be reading this) and it wasn't too bad either. But if | 
had a suggestion for those who wanted to visit the next Yaoi con it 
would be to forgo the panels and spend their time in the dealers’ 
room instead. I's not that the panels are bad (although some of 
those | attended were,) it's maybe that | am too used to have my 
panels in large university halls with the latest in audio visual aiding 
the speakers (like those at Anime Evolution con in Vancouver.) The 
tiny rooms at Westin with just a white board and a few rows of chairs 
‘simply didn’t do it for me. 


‘And that ~ | realized - was the issue | had with the whole con and 
probably the reason | spent most of my time in the dealers room, the 
lack of audio visuals or anything that would signify this was a Yaoi 
‘con and not just another anime or comic con. The only place that 
you would see it was in that room where pictures of Kazuma 
Kodaka's "Kizuna" or Higuri Yuu's “Gorgeous Carat" stood tall in 
front of booths and the infamous com cubs rolled on the floor. 


Speaking of Mrs. Kodaka, her panel was one that was worth attend- 
ing, along with Higuri Yuu's which was the next day. When | went to 
Kazume Kodaka’s panel — organized by Be Beautiful publishing - | 
‘was assaulted by a huge crowd. Mrs. Kodaka herself was very calm 
and contained and managed to answer a lot of questions. They were 
mostly promoting “Midare Somenishi", Mrs. Kodaka's Samurai love 
manga that was due to be published soon, 


‘After the panel | had to leave because my ride was coming and | 
already explained why | couldn't go to the Clarion night events which 
were the Bishounen auction and the dance afterwards. 


Sunday | arrived late at the con, not due to any fault of my own but 
because my aunt and uncle had this sudden urge to take me out for 
brunch. | had a plane to catch at 6:15 pm and all | wanted was to go 
to Higuri Yuu's panel and then leave. Unfortunately | got there at 
41:00 pm and the staff told me that registration had closed at noon. 
‘The nice lady at the staff table said she couldn't do anything for me 
and the other guy who came after me because they didn't have any 
badges left to give us. That meant | had to hang around the hotel for 
5 hours doing nothing and missing my favorite mangaka’s panel - 
the only reason | went there that day and a major reason | decided 
to go to the con — unti it was time to go to the airport. This made me 
quite pissed off and sad to a point that ! wanted to bang my head 

ac the wall. 


Mangaka Higuri Y. 


Yaoi cou 


A few words of advice for those who 
want to attend Yaol con next year: 


-Do not lodge too far from the hotels. Try 
to get rooms right where the event is 
hheld. If I's too expensive try shacking up 
with other fans. You can find them 
through Yaol con’s own forum. They 
‘even have threads just for that. 


-Go to the panels but don't expect to be 
blown away. The Yaoi con panels aren't 
‘exactly informative, just an excuse to sit 
together with fans and talk about things 
you won't normally discuss around the 
office water cooler. 


-Bring a lot of cash with you. Credit 
cards are as good as useless at the con 
‘and chances are you'd be spending 
more money than you think (especially if 
you go to the bishounen auction.) 


if you can, come as a group. Bring 
{fiends and enjoy the spectacle together. 
Thad @ fun time on my own but couldn't 
help to wonder how much crazier it 
would have been had | someone with 
ime to share the experience. 


{uckily God took pity on me and the other guy and out of 

the nice lady found two badges lying on the floor at 
least that's what she said.) She didn’t even charge us for 
‘them which made things even better. It was only then that | 
‘took a look at my companion (the guy who was also getting 
‘a badge) and wondered what a 40 something year old 
fatherly looking obviously straight man was doing at the Yaoi 
con. 


| enjoyed Higuri Yu's panel immensly. Not only because 
she was so nice and answered all our questions (even my 
silly ones,) she also did sample drawings for us which they 
raffied at the end of the panel (! ended up winning something 
but not what | wanted.) After that | was off to the airport and 
home. On my way to the airport | was in a shuttle with two 
‘other con-mates who gave me the skinny on the Bishounen 
‘auction. if you don't know already, this is an event in which 
beautiful men offer themselves up for auction and the crazy 
yaoi fangirls bid on them to spend time with them at the 
dance party afterwards. All proceeds go to fund next year's 
con. Since the bids tend to go quite high at times, you may 
find groups of women bidding on their favorite bishie and 
split the cost. What they do with the bishies once they've 
‘won the bid was what ! wanted to know. 


‘According to the lady on the shuttle - who had attended the 
auction in one of the previous years - the bishies are mostly 
Used for show off. The fangirls who have won them parade 
‘them around the ballroom and boast about their catch, 
‘Some might get creative as, according to her, her group had 
been with their bishie a couple of years ago. They sat him 
‘down and painted each of his finger nails a different color. It 
may sound crazy but so is the whole thing and when you've 
paid so much money for this one person that you can only 
have for a few hours and have to share with the rest of your 
‘group, you better have some fun with him. According to my 
informant one of the guys this year went for $1500 US. | seri 
‘ously began to feel I had missed out a big, important thing 
and the deep need to spend insane amounts of money on 
hot, mouth watering guys despite the fact that when | arrived 
at the airport | barely had enough cash left in my pocket to 
tip the driver. 


‘And s0 my joumey to the Yaoi con 2005 ended. What | took 
from it were 3 volumes of Kizuna, 1 volume of Gorgeous 
Carat Galaxy in Japanese, a very tantalizing DVD which 
tured out to be the first volume of Gankutsuou, some gifts 
{for my cousins, 3 yaoi themed shirts (one signed by Higuri 
Yuu). § 


pe 


Nekotachi is an online shop 
specializing in yaoi doujinshi and 
manga. Run by fans for fans. 
Inventory is gleaned from 2 of the 
largest (and still growing) personal 
collections outside of Japan. Visit 
our gallery and sign up for a free 
account to show off your 
doujinshi collection! 


http://nekotachi.net 


Bitter Sweet 


Bitter Sweet is a fun, flexible yaoi 
scanlation group with projects ranging 
from sugary sweet to ..bitter sweet, 
‘We're always on the lookout for new staff 
or just for people to come chat in our 


http://bitter-sweet.net 
#smexy-sweet@irchighway 


Fearraion Gey: Srblo Gros 


Hack The Mainstream js the home website of Biblo 
Eros and Liquid Passion, two yaoi manga scanlation 
‘communities. Formed in 2006 from volunteers around the 
ams form around various projects of interest as 
and projects are scanned, translated, edited 
|. All projects are documented here, along with 
information on how you can download these projects. 


Biblo Eros is our “soft release name, where you!l find 
us scanlating the softer yaoi manga. Here you're more 
likely to find your romantic, gentle yaoi with a ite bit of sex 
‘and smut fo flavor things. 


Liquid Passion is our “hard” release name, where 
you'll find us scanlating the more extreme yaoi manga. 
Here you'l find the highly erotic, the BDSM, the shota and 
more, 


mire channel: #liquidpassion@irchighway.net 


LJ communities: 
Biblo Eros: 
hittp://community.iveoural.comMbibloeros/profile 
Liquid Passior 

$ http:sleommuni 


jivejoumal.comliquidpassion/profile 
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DVD & Manga - Where to buy? 


March 2006 Writen by Xelloss-kun 


‘Since this is the first issue, some release information may go back further than in future issues. Upcoming 
releases will generally only be listed for the upcoming month, unless there is an exceptionally long period 
between the most-recent volume and the next-expected volume. This lst is most-likely NOT all-inclusive, but 
will be as accurate as is possible based on the information currently available. All tiles listed here can be 
purchased at a number of online stores, which will be listed at the end of the article. Many can also be either 
picked-up or special-ordered by local video or book stores (such as Suncoast, Barnes & Noble, Borders, 
Waldenbooks). Reviews may be available upon request (subjective, based on storyline; objective review 
information is below). 


Recent and Upcoming U.S. releases: 


DVDs 


‘Sukisho (Suki na Mono wa Suki Dakara Shouganall) - 3 vol. total 
‘Volume 1: *Can't Stop Loving You" (Oct. 1,05 release) 
Volume 2: "Rules of Attraction” (Dec. 27, 05 release) 

‘Volume 3: "Crue! intentions" (February 28, '06 release) 
Released by: Media Blasters (Anime Works) 

MSRP: $19.95 6a, 

‘Audio: Japanese only (Dolby Digital 2.0) 

‘Subiites: English (signs only or full dialogue) 

No series box with a volume or boxed set available current. 


:: "Soul of Chains” (Mar. 28, '06 release) 

"Hope on the Run" (Apr. 25,6 release) 

sd by: Media Blasters (Anime Works) 

MRSP: $10,95 ea 

Audio: Japanese only (Dolby Digital 2.0) 

‘Subtitles: English (signs only or full dialogue) 

No series box wih a volume or boxed set avallabe curently. 


Manga 


Embracing Love(Haru wo Daitelta) (mangaka: Nitta Youka) 
unk. total for U.S, release 
‘Volume 1: approx. 207p. by BeBeautful Manga 
(late 05 release) 
volume 1 ISBN#1-93344.002.3 
Volume 2: approx. 216p. by BeBeautful Manga 
(late 05 release) 
volume 2 ISBN#1-93344-003-1 
‘Volume 3: by BeBeautiful Manga (early 06 release) 
Volume 3 ISBN#1-93344-004- 
MSRP: $15.99 
Note from writer: “Haru o Daiteita" (Embracing Love) 
‘manga are pretty much only available directly from 
BeBeautiful publishing; Amazon lists them but, after trying 
to order one of the volumes, they sent me an e-mail saying 
‘twas actually unavailable (about three weeks after | 
placed the order), 


From Eroica with Love 13+(mangaka: Acike Yasuko) - 
unk. total for U.S. release 
Volume 5: approx. 224p. by CMX Manga 
(Nov. 1,05 release) 
‘volume 5 ISBN#1-40120-522-4 
Volume 6: approx. 208p. by CMX Manga 
(Feb. 8, ‘06 release) 
volume 6 ISBN#1-40120-875-4 
MSRP: $9.99 ea, 


Jazz 18+(mangaka: Takmure Tomotsu, Maeda Sakae) 
= projected 2 vol. total 

Volume 1: approx. 192p, by DMP. 
(Nov. 30, 05 release) 

volume 1 ISBN#1-56970-935-1 

Volume 2: approx 176p. by DMP 

(Jun. 21,°06 release) 

‘volume 2 ISBN#1-56970-894-0 

MSRP: $12.95 ea. 


DVD & Manga - Where to buy? 


March 2006 
Manga 


‘Volume 5: approx. 176p. by Kitty Publishing 
(DELAYED; orig. Feb. 22,06 release) 
Volume 5 ISBN#1-58655-773-4 

MSRP: $9.98 


‘Volume 1: approx. 208p. by DMP (Dec. 7,05 release) 
Volume 1 ISBN#1-56970-933-5 

Volume 2: approx. 232p. by DMP (Mar. 8, ‘06 release) 
Volume 2 1SBN#1-56970-932-7 

MSRP: $12.85 ea 


‘Volume 1: approx. 184p. by DMP (May 17, 06 release) 
‘volume 1 |SBN#1-56970-907-6 
MSRP: $12,95 0a, 


‘Volume 1: approx. 192p. by Blu Publications 
(Nov. 20, '05 release) 

Volume 1 ISBN# 1-598160-10-9 

‘Volume 2: Blu Publications (Mar. 30, 06 release) 
Volume 2 ISBN# 1-59816-011-7 

MSRP; $9,99 ea, 


Writen by Xelloss-kun 


Volume 1: approx. 200p, by DMP (Nov, 30, ‘05 
release) 
volume 1 ISBN#1-56970-927-0 
Volume 2: approx. 200p. by DMP (Mar, 8, ‘6 release) 
‘volume 2 ISBN#1-56970-913.0 
MSRP: $12.95 ea, 


Volume 1: approx. 184p. by DMP (Dec. 7, '08 release) 
‘volume 1 ISBN#1-56970-936-X 
Volume 2: approx. 200p. by DMP (Mar. 8, ‘06 release) 
volume 2 ISBN#1-56970-916.5 
Volume 3: approx. 200p. by DMP (Jun. 21, '06 
release) 
‘volume 3 ISBN#1-56970-914.9 
MSRP: $12.95 0a, 


Volume 1: approx. 184p, by DMP (Jun. 25, 05 
release) 

‘volume 1 ISBN#1-56970-052-1 

Volume 2: approx. 200p, by DMP (Oct. 25, "05 
release) 

‘volume 2 ISBN#1-56970-051-3 

Volume 3: approx. 184p, by DMP (DELAYED; org, 
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Why are you here 


Fyou want io take ths OUtsie’ 


This is a dreamy pairing: Ichigo x Renji or Renji x Ichigo - whichever you prefer. In 
Episode 67, we were finally given some slashy fanservice' (screenshots as shown) 
‘and | bet you were probably wishing for more. 


The powers of a Shinigami have been bestowed upon Kurosaki Ichigo by Rukia, for 
the sake of saving his family. He fought alongside Rukia to protect his family and 
friends from Hollows (unwanted soul-eating spirits) until two other Shinigamis ~ 
‘Abarai Renji and Kuchiki Byakuya came to retrieve Rukia - declaring that she would 
bbe punished for transferring her Shinigami powers to a human. This was whor 
Renji and Ichigo met forthe first ime, Tensions rose between the two, right from the 
start. Rukia was caught in the middle of the hostilities between Renji, her close 
friend from Soul Society and Ichigo, her new found friend in the human world, 
Utimately, Rukia was captured and Ichigo could only wait for another opportunity to 
rescue her, 


The Soul Society arc shows more of Renj's resentment towards Ichigo - the source 
‘of which is his belief that Ichigo is the cause of Rukia's death sentence. They fight, 
almost kiling each other, Towards the end of the arc, we see co-operation between 
the two as they gain grudging respect and appreciation for each other, 


Back in the human world, Renji comes up to Ichigo's school - To Ichigo's 
astonishment! Renji stil cant help but trash on Ichigo at every opportunity 
‘Sometimes when they stare al each other, it aways gives fans more to think about. 
Ichigo wanting to undress Ren... here's ust room for more, 


Despite their constant fights, they actually have a great deal in common. Both are 
stubborn, don’ give up easily, and ultimately share the same goal - to rescue and 
protect Rukia. All of these altributes and circumstances, with a litle bit of angst 
thrown in, are a good mix for a potential couple recipe. Oh well, one can always. 
‘dream. if you haven’ watched it, you are missing out on something really splendid 


WHO is AARINFANTASY?} 


Yes, the person who started it all... 
and the Mod Team interviewed her 


How old are you? 
|lam going to be 26 on Nov 2006. 


Where are you based? 
''m somewhere in Asia. 


‘What languages do you know? 
Mostly speak English and Cantonese at home and with 
friends. I'm still learning Japanese. 


What were the main obstacles you had to overcome 
when you initially began the forum? 

‘The initia forum started in Nov 2004 seemed to have 
gone all of a sudden, Then, Dai-kun came to the rescue 
~ creating a forum under the domain aarinfantasy.com. 
Hit weren't for him, | am sure it wouldn't have gotten 
‘any bigger and more organized like today's forum. 
Besides that, | guess it's the demands of forumers. I've 
never in my life expected the yaoi fanbase to actually 
be this huget 


How did you first discover yaol? 

‘At first, | did not ike the idea of... you know... two males. 
together. | am a huge fan of the Final Fantasy series 
‘and around 2001, | went to a fanfiction site, just 
browsing FF8 fanfiction. | did NOT know what *Seifer x 
Zell" or ‘Waming: Yaoi" meant at that time. So as | kept 
‘on reading, | found out that It was ‘surprisingly’ good. 


‘What was the first yaol/BL manga, book or even anime 
that convinced you that you really enjoyed the genre? 

jeve It or not, | actually don't read BL manga that 
much. It was Ai no Kusabi and Gravitation that got me 
to really enjoy the genre, because they were my first 
yaoV/BL anime. 


‘What was it about yaol that got you so into it? 
Definitely the love and romance thing, interesting 
plotline is important too and beautiful artwork is @ huge 
factor for me. Also, the general acceptance of love with 
no strings or boundaries. 


When did you decide you wanted to share your love for 
yyaol with everyone and get more people interested in 
ie 

Back in 2004 when there's not many yaoi website and 
exposure to the genre. 


Ey eee 


‘Anyone that knows yaol on the web knows the 


fame “Aarinfantasy". Did you ever think that one 
day you would be called "The Queen Of Yaoi” or 
the number one name that comes up on the web 
‘when it comes to Yaoi? 

Ve never thought of that before and that's why 1 
just used my usemame as the website/forum 
name. The name “aarinfantasy” is a combination of 
my name Aarin and Final Fantasy. Well, currently, 
‘whenever you think of "yaol/shounen-ai", you will 
think of “aarinfantasy" and vice-versa. I's 
‘overwhelming sometimes to be called “Yao! 
Queen” or *-sama” but | am really just a normal 
person like everyone else. Sometimes, | wish 
everyone else will just call me Aarin without all of 
those additional names. However, | am used to it 
now... though | should say some forumers are 
more wellinformed than me when it comes to 
yaoUvBL stuff. THEY are the Queens / Kings! 


We all know that you do so much work and get 
nothing much in return, but do you ever think to 
yourself, “I need a break from the yaoi sene?” or 
feel its ime to retire in a way, since you've been 
doing this for so long now? 

Come to think oft, its not THAT long! Well, yeah... 
have lot of things to do to keep up with forumers’ 
requests. Even if | am not getting much in retum, 
its actually the joy of helping one to know more 
about yaoi and provide more exposure for the 
genre. 


WHo is aarinrantasy? 


‘Anime because | like animation artwork, the sound and 
‘emotions coming to life. It feels more real for me. | do 
like manga, but one that | can read in my hands. | am 
not a huge fan of reading scanned manga because | 
need to look at the screen a lot... though | am always 
looking at the pe everyday. Scanned manga somehow 
drains my energy after a lang time spent reading it, so 
that's why I've only read some of Haru wo Daiteita and 
Death Note, plus some short manga/doujin tiles. 


Wow, this is very hard to answer because | love a lot of 
them, but there are a few that have a special place in 
my heart: 

Fushigi Yuugt: The first show that got me to actually 
like anime and made me think anime Is not only for kids. 
Al no Kusabi, Gravitation & Yami no Matsuel: All of 
these somehow triggered my love of yaoV/BL genre, 
lke Bleach and Full Metal Panic too. 


Don't really have one, sorry. *sweats* But | like reading 
anything with interesting stories and nice artwork. 


[am juggling my time with work, spending time with 
People around me, running the site and also 
fansubbing. Fansubbing requires a lot of time... even 
more than running the whole site actually. Honestly I've 
hardly enough time to chat online lke | used to. 


‘The site started officially in Nov 2004 to allow sharing of 
yaol/shonen-ai goodness (though I've been sharing 
since July 2004). At that time, | built a forum for the fans 
to get stuff and exchanged information on the genre. | 
‘Then | began fansubbing with Nanjo (my partner in 
crime and also like a sis to me) and was later joined by 
‘others who helped out. 


| spend a lot of my time on fansubbing - it's pretty fun! 
Besides my team, | am also helping out a few fansub 
{groups as Well. | like to draw and am quite picky on 
colours, designs and artwork. But I no longer has that 
mood to draw up something nice anymore, techniques 
Just got rusty. Watching anime is a hobby of mine 
definitely. | love playing video games. | am a HUGE fan 
of the Final Fantasy series and also the Resident Evil 
series, RPGs and other genres. | am not only an indoor 
person, | do outdoor sports too. 


| Would like to thank everyone who supported and 
helped me to make the site/forum and everything 
possible. Love ya alll~ Please support the yaol/BL. 
industry by buying the original!~ 


“Aarin, we thank you for taking the time to answer 
all of our questions. We know you're a busy lady, 
and whatever you decide to do in the future we are 
behind you 100%! 

We are all very grateful to you and your wonderful 
staff for all your hard work and everything you go 
through to provide us with yaoi goodness! * ~ 
We do hope you will continue to be around for 
years and years to come. You definitely deserve 
‘your appointed title as ‘The Queen of Yaoi.” 


cae ~The Mod Team 


Hot Stats! 


eee Favorite Yaoi/Shounen-ai Anime 


{from February to mid-Apel 2006. 


Top 5 - Favorite Seme Results ore determined by 
‘erntaniay 


survey pols from 
.com and GT forums. About 1100 people voted 
1 Yuki Eiri ‘of which 25% are male and 75% are female. The results 


Gravitation shown are from February to mid-Apdl 2006. 
2 Soubl 
Loveless 
3 lason Mink 
Aino Kusabi i 
4 Muraki | 
Yami no Matsuel 
5 Conrad 


Kyou Kara Maou 


Gravitation 
Sensitive Pornograph 
Yami no Matsuei 


1 Shuichi Shindou 2 
3 
4 
5 Kyou Kara Maou 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Gravitation 


Mirage of Blaze 
Papa to Kiss in the Dark 
Sukisyo 
Aino Kusabi 
10 Haru wo Daiteita 


Aino Kusabi 
5 Iwaki 
Haru wo Daiteite 


What's HOT this season... 


1 Gakuen Heaven 
2 Princess Princess 11 Fake 
3 Angel's Feather OVA 12 Kizuna 


Yaoi/BL Fans Stats! 7 Sey 


‘35% are from the age group of 18-20 years old. 15 Boku no Sexual Harassment 
74% are female, 26% are male. 

‘42% are from North America region. fe Honeke 

‘56% said that they stashed their yaoi collection on | 17 Fujimi Orchestra 

their computer and it's not a problem for them. Te 2 

42% thick tele yr gorve eat key and rot | eleanor ieee Leeu 

‘something to cheer about. 19 Legend of Blue Wolves 

49% are straight females, 26% are bisexual 20 Lesson XX 


male/females, and 2% are straight males! 


The Yaoi Glossary 


Angst/Anguish: Yaoi fanfics, usually with lemon 
scenes and a sad storyline. May have a gloomy 
ending. 


Bishounen/Bishonen: From bi (beauty) and 
shounen (boy) also called ‘bishie' is an attractive 
male character. The stereotype shows bishounen 
With androgynous features such as long hair and 
slender, hairless bodies. Bishounen will usually be 
sensitive, refined and angsty 


Bishounen MangalSeries: Stories with bishounen 
‘as characters, not necessarily yaoi As an example: 
‘Weib Kreuz 


Boy's Love: (BL) Synonym for shounen-ai 


June: Name of the first magazine, published in. 1978, 
with yaoi content, It was another term for yao, which 
|s now in disuse because itis a trademark name. 


Lemon/Lemonade: Name giver (o s8* scenes and 
x situations. It goes from soft sex to. pomographic 
content. This term was created after a Hentai anime 
called *Cream Lemon” 


Lime/Lemonish: The soft version of the lemon. 
‘Shows non-explicit sex scenes/situations. 


Reversible Character: Name given to yaoi charac- 
ters who, because of their nature, can be labelled as 
both seme and uke. Usually these kind of characters 
will change depending on their partners. As an 
example, Hyoga from Saint Seiya can be IKki's uke 
but when he is with Shun he'll become a seme, 


‘Seme: The dominant character role in @ shounen- 
ailyaoi story. This character is generally more mature 
and strong willing, controls the situations and is taller 
than his partner (see Height Rule) During inter- 
‘course the seme is the one on top. 


‘Shota: Yaoi stories where one of the characters in 
the relationship is a young, underage male. Some- 
times involving sexual relationships. Female shota is 
called ‘Lali’. Note: The legal age of consent in Japan 
Is 13, so shota is totally legal in Japan. In some west- 
‘em countries shota might be considered child pom. 


Shotacon: Stands for ‘Shotaru Complex’ in Japa- 
nese and refers to yaoi pairings between an adult 
male and an underage boy. Male version of Lolikon. 


Compiled by: malary 
Edited by: Nave & Miko 
Layout malary. yaya & Aarin 


From ‘yama-nashi' (without 
al climax), ‘ochi-nashi' (without a 
conclusion) and ‘imi-nashi' (without 
content). Originally emerged as a 
sub genre of shoujo, yaoi stories 
involve sex between men 
(homosexual content). Yaoi tends 
to involve graphic sex, often with 
little or no plot and focuses on the 
passionate and physical side of the 
relationship. It is incorrectly and 
commonly used as a synonym of 
‘shounen-ai’ 


hounen-Ai; From shounen 
(men), ai (love). Love stories be- 
tween men, These kind of stories 
don't necessarily involve sex situa- 
tions because they are more 
focused on the characters’ feelings, 
This genre is created by and for 
women and was not originally 
intended for the gay market. 


aarinsecret.com 


Siyohin: Yaoi stories made by fans or profes- 
sionals that involve characters from @ non-yaoi 
manga/series, See doujinshis, 


The Height Rule: “in 2 yaoi relationship the 
taller is supposed to be the seme and the shorter 
the uke” This rule is especially useful in siyohin 
<doujinshis when two characters’ roles in the yaoi 
context are not completely defined 


Uke: From the Japanese verb ‘ukeru’ (to 
receive). It is the passive main role in 3 yaoi 
story. Most of the time, the uke will be childish, 
more feminine, submissive, younger, shorter 
and less experienced than his partner. During 
intercourse he is ‘bottom’ in a yaoi pairing 
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hhttp:lwww.forever-more 1-2urohost com! 


Not yaoi terms, but also useful to know: 


CD Drama: Compact disc with dialogue and sound 
effects that tells a story commonly outside the 
storyline of a seniesimanga. 


CD Single: Ausio CD with several/musical racks, 
usually the opening and ending theme songs of a 
particular series 


Doujinshi: Means fan comic’. Doujinshis are ama- 
\eurmonge pubic angie bs 
published mangas, usually produced Unofficially 
Doujinshis can be made by their original authors 
when they try to explore a difierent storyline 
Because of Japanese laws, doujinshis can be sold 
to the public not only in-Japan but afound the 
world 


Fanfic: aka ‘fanfiction’. Fanfics are stories written 
by a fan about the characters and world in a series, 
Usually without the original creator's permission. 


Gekiga: Japanese term for Graphic Novel’. These 
a@,usuilly stand-alone comic ites that aren't part 


(8 monthly series or OVA 
stration collection: Book with iilustrations from. 


an attist or a specific series, 


Josei Manga/Lady's Comic: Manga genre cre- 
‘ated for woman aged 18-30, especially housewives 
and office ladies (OLs), 


Mangaka: The person who drawsiwrites/creates 
the art for manga (comic strip) 


‘OST: Original Sound Track. CD with the music of a 
series. Sometimes there is an OST for each 
season of a series 


Selyuu: Name given in Japanese to the voice 
actors in an anime series 


‘Sukebe: Japanese term for pornographic material 


Tankébon: Compilation volume of original stories 
or doujin 


§ carinsecret.com 


Forever-WMore 


Were dedicated to fe, hoppiness ond the punt of yaoi 
Home fo yummy projects tke: 
(Okane ga Noi Silence ond Brother x Brother, 


